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THE 


PRINCESS 


Montferrat. 


__ , 


PART IL. 


—— 


T was a great ſatisfaQion to 
the jealous Queen, when ſhe 
ſaw bim return, ſhe had ſent 
to rifle 'the Count - de Se- 
isces's Gentlemen of the Horle. 

Sie infinitely long'd to know the 
A 3 New S, 
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(2) 
News, and retiring into an Alley, 
ſhe took the Note he brought 
her, and which was all the prize 
they had made, The Queen im- 
mediately _ it, but ſhe had 
hardly finiſhed reading it, when 
the Marqueſs who was not yet 
difaccuſtomed from his importu- 
nate manner of following her, 
had like to have ſurprized her, 
and- in the diſorder he ſaw her, 
fancied that it was ſome affair of 
conſequence, and that what was 
wrote to her, diſpleaſed her ex- 
treamly, he prayed her, thinking 
to oblige her, that if 1t was not 
ſome Letter of Gallantry , ſhe 
would impart it to him, fince ſhe 
could not at all doubt but that he 
was much concerned in all that 
regarded her, Ir is a Letter of 
Gallantry, as you ſay, anſwered 
the Queen, ſo that I believe my 
ſelf diſpenced from ſhewing it 

| you, 


CHI © 1 

you. You oblige: me ; Madam, 
anſwered the Marqueſs. I te- 
lieve that I oblige you, replyed 
the Queen, and more perhaps 
than you can imagine: and one 
day, continued the, if lam in a 
humour to ſhew it yeu ; you will 
tind I have reaſon. Afﬀer what 
manner foever' it be, ſaid the 
Marqueſs, it is true that I ſhould 
unwillngly lee the Gallantries 
that are written to you, Madam, 
which you will not ſuffer the 
leaſt word of from me ; but Fam 
not the more- happy ; becauſe 1 
imagine my ſelf lels in _vour fa- 
vour than others. are. It would 
be to: no purpole you ſhould 
gueſs, replyed the Queen, you 
would never divine what it is: 
and yet it is, as I have told you 
a Letter of Gallantry , nay, and 
from a man, whom if you have 
any eſteem for me you-ought to 
3 fear. 
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(4) 
fear, The Queen took pleaſure 
in puzzling him, and did but too 
well ſucceed : for all that ſhe ſaid 
to him, put him into a trouble 
and in an uneaſine(s, at which 
ſhe could not, notwithſtanding 
all her diſpleaſure, hold from 
laughing. He would willing] 
then have had a longer diſco, 
with her, to endeavour to. have 
learnt more: but there. was no 
way to have it in particular, be- 
caule the Palatine who had alrea- 
dy appeared at the other end of 
the Alley, having joyned them 
 yith 7/4 and ſome Lords and 
Ladies of the Court, the conver- 
fation was general, This Prince 
having given, as well as the Mar- 
quels,” hts hand to the Queen to 
help her to walk, took notice on 
the ſide he was, that there was 4 
Paper that ſtuck out of her Poc- 
ket, & he had a deſire through the 

pure 


(5). 
are cunolity of 'a Lover, to 
now What it was. To take it 


rext ro retire, © ithout vitig any 
ſufpition' of what he had 'in his 
hands, when the Count \de $S«- 
tv where to feck, as the Marqueſs 
fought” Her,” fot "being to 'be 
found; to be of a Play the would 
make, the Count Palstine ſaid; 
he knew where he was, and that 
he would fetch him. Thus. be- 
ing at liberty and finding .bim- 
felf alone, he' would ſee what 
that Paper was ; and found. it 
A 4 to. 
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(6)” 
to be a Letter, written by. a mans 
hand, and in theſe. termS> ,,.. 
Such a - paſſion as, mine, Ma- 
dam, cannot be addreſſed but to 
you, becauſe you only can inſpire 
rhe like,”Tis the Princeſs of Moat- 
ferrat, that I adore ,. and af l 
could have | believed "that . the 
Scarf, which I had on my .arm 
was t0 have been contrary to my 
Vows, I would never have, ac- 
pi: lt, But thanks, to Laye, 
dam, that obſtacle js remoyed, 
I have juſt reſtored it - her yo 
gave it to me:, too _ i 
there was no othe : 
happineſs 3 and} 
tle ſacrifice I nigh. 
paſſion would not be diſagree 
to you. 


This was the Leiter, " or 
been taken from afar 
which'- the Count. de * calaces 


wrote to the Princeſs, upon he 
an(wer 


To ww 
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- 
anſwer ſhe had made him, and 
which the Queen in .the hurry 
ſhe was to hide it in her Pocket, 
at the arrival of the Marquels, | 
while ſhe was areading it, had 
only put it in half, Ir was too 
intelligible, to leave any thing 
for the Count Palatine to divine, 
who thereby knew all the myſte- 
ry of what had paſſed near the 
Po, between the Queen and the 
Count de $#/uces,. and that his 
heart was wholly and only Br:ſes- 
dad's, He ought in all appearance to 
have been very glad, having the 
{entiments he had for his newMi- 
ſtreſs, to ſee he had no longer a 
Rival 1n the perſon of that Prince, 
but his mind was turned 'after 
luch a manner, as that all things 
made it uneaſie, and loving no- 
thing-; he was jealous. of all that 
thers loved: Yet 1he- difficulty 
vwaich he ſaw in the enterpriz: 
A5 _ 


(6)” 
to be a Letter, written by, a mans 
hand, and in theſe terms, | 

Such a paſſion as. mine, Ma- 
dam, cannot be addreſſed but to . 
you, becauſe you only can inſpirc 
the like, 'Tis the Princeſs of Moar- 
ferrat, that I adore, and if 1 
could have believed "that the 
Scarf, which I had on my arm 
was to have been contrary to my 
Vows, I would never. have, ac- 
cepted.it, But thanks, to Laye, 
Madam, that obſtacle is removed, 
I have juſt reſtored ir to her who 
gave it to me: too Hoi 
there was no other 0 acle.to, my 
happineſs ;. and that after this lit 
tle ſacrifice I might Hope that n 
paſſion would not be diſagree: 
to you. 

This was the Letter, this , 
been taken from Richar 
which the Count _ de. S«luges 
wrote to the Princeſs, upon the FF 

IE anſwer 


(7) 

anſwer ſhe had made him, and 
which the Queen in the hurry 
ſhe was to hide it in her Pocket, 
at the arrival of the Marquels, 
while ſhe was areading it, had 
only put it in half, It was too 
intelligible, to leave any thing 
for the Count Palatine to divine, 
who thereby knew all the myſte- 
ry of what had paſſed near the 
Po, between the Queen and the 
Count de S#/uces,. and that his 
heart was wholly and only Br:ſes- 
4a's, He, ought in all appearance to 
have been very glad, having the 
{entiments he had for his newMi- 
ſtreſs, to iee he had no longer a 
Rival 1n the perſon of that Prince, 
but his mind was turned after 
luch a manner, as that all things 
made it uneaſie, and loving no- 
thing; he was jealous of all that 
thers loved.» Yet the difficulty 
vaich he ſaw in the enterpriz: 

As5 -—" 
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of the Count de Salxces, and the 
little likelyhood there- was he 
ſhould ever ſucceed was ſorhe 
comfort to him. But that Let- 
ter alrcady ſuppoſed an' anſwer, 
which was a favour, which he 
himſelf could never have pre- 
tended to, from a Princeſs {6 
haughty- as that of Montferrat : 
8nd his mind proceeding ftill far- 
ther, he did not at all doubt 
that ſeveral other Letters had 
preceded it, and that there had 


already been an amorous decla- 


ration, which without queſtion 
had not been ill received, anda 
hundred other imaginations, with 
which 'he wracked his mind, 
without reaſon and to no pur- 
poſe, It muſt be confefſed that 
there are Souls very capricious. 


He roſolved to take: order in- it, } 


& took upon account of revenge, 


the injuſt deſign he had to ruin 
him 
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. AW 
him with the Marqueſs, by the 
means of that Letter. One thing 
furprized him” extreamly, and 
which 4t'once teftrbyed. all theſe. 
firſt Tdeas, it' was how that 
Letter could come into the 
| Queens hands, for there was no 

appearance that either the Count 
de Saluces or the Princes would 
impart it to-/him: Fhis ſurpaſſed 
his reach, and: made him more 
han once doubr, it ur was not a 
poſed Letter, and thar the 
pen, who was, perhaps jea- 
lod of the Princeſs by reaſon of 
Gaſpard de Salnces had caufed it - 
to be exprefly made to breed a 
quarrel, Thus thoſe fort of peo- 
pleas are capable of all mannes 
of 111, trear ſuch. as are the moſt 
maocent, They are eafie to {u- 
ipe&t others of the ill things 
which they themſelves ſhould be 
capable of, Be it as it. will, that 
: thought 


- to the end to 


(10)- | 
_ thought got the better of all the 
others. He was not willing to 

0 halfs with the Queen, and to 
erve her ia ſhewing that Letter 
to the Marqueſs , he would only 
keep it to divert himſelf as he 
ſhould find occaſion : nay and 
would have ſhewed it to the 


| __ Count de Seluces, if he could 


have been thought ſo much his 
Friend as to have been able to 
have. perſuaded him, that the 
Queea had a deſign to ruin him, 
a differefice 
between them, but it was what 
could not be hoped from his part 
ſince the Count had no reaſon to 
believe him. . 


- At that time came the News, 


that the Duke of Sevey-was but 
ten or twelve Leagues from Cs- 


ral, infornuch that they mounted | 


on Horlſle-back, to return the 
ſconeſt they could for to be'there 
| | In 


— ——————————— 


(rx) 


in time to receive him : and the [| 1 


Marqueſs having found at his ar- 
rival ehat all was..ready, went 
with the Count ?«lsrive_and all 
the Gone two. Miles to meet 
him, Quern found hee. elf 
bo king W war; 
and x ke Way, penſed -her 

from doing the 7g The Count 
de Salnces, ods was well known 
and much beloved by that Duke, 
would not fail to render him that 
Honour and that Devair.; yetin 
the diſquiet he-was for his -Gen- 
tleman of the Horſe, believing4o. 
have time enough to: go to has 


houſe, while that the Marqueſs 
gave ſome Orders, he. went/thi-' 
ther to know if - there. was no' 
news of him ; /but found thar he 
had not - Ges ſeen ſince he had 
followed him to the Chace. - He. 
was much 19 ink 3 /and} knew 
not what ink of; this: delay; 


valeſs 


| C22) | 
unleſs he had not been able tv 
procttre ſpeaking to the Prihcels, 
and''calily judged he could not 
thcn"be'at- the Palace fince/all the 
Court was returned; -He feared: 
fome- misfortune” had an, mon 
to hit ti the way, or that having 
feen him "come: a ſecond time” ro- 
the Palace'and being very jealous 
m that Country, they had-ferzed 
him for ſome reaſon he could not 


comprehend, In ' fine, his mind 
forndthed 7 him with 2 thouſand 
Chimera's, which troubled him, 
and into which he could not pe- 
netrate. All is feared, when one 
has reaſon to fear all. However 
he ftill-purſued” his way, not to- 
loſe the occaſion of meeting the 
Duke of Sxvey, whither he did 
not at all doubt, but that the Mar- 
_ was already , when 
that the ſame © Foot-man that 
brought hidy @ Letter" in the 
Mmormng;. 


a 5 > WR 
morning, gave him ' this. 
what ks ſoever One has ts 
be more angry with” on than ver, 
one has a mind t0” te you, and" t0 
give 'you ſuch advice as youu bught 
not to contemn, Come to the 
Park, for it is at the Fountain of 
Nymphs you are expeted, and your 
excuſes ſhall be made co 'rhe Duke 
of Savoy." The ſervice of Ladies 
is preferrable to all things , which 
you know tow well to fail. 
The Count -needed” not ''to 
think much from whence thar 
Letter came. He was much'vex- 
ed he could not do as the others :: 
but he was not to'ballznoe, 'and 
he muſt have had bur/little” Gal- 
lantry, and'little'Civility, wha 
affairs ſoever he had, to refuſe ah 
aſhgnation which camie* from ſo 


good a part; In the mean time 
his heart which he thent' was uſed 
to conſult upon all things, feett- 


A" (14) 
ed to oppole it; but after ſuch 
a manner, that he took it for an 
ill Omen , and if he had followed 
his preflentiments, he would not 
have gone to the Park : ſo much 
he feared to do any thing contra- 
ry to his defires. He was forced 
at length, notwithſtanding alt 
theſe ſecret advertiſements, to dv 
what honour required of him, 
and as there was mention made 
in that Letter of.. ſome advice 
they had to.give him; being full 
as he wag of the affair of Richard, 
who came not, he fancied they 
might have ſomething to ſay to 
him upon that, for it muſt needs 
have been. ſame important-news, 
that they hindred him from g& 
ing to meet the Duke of $4vy; 
and eſpecially the Queen, who 
bg Ry to "2 F£0- 

e at bis. .entmance.  He- very 
= ſaw.that this thought-had 

a no 


(a5) 
\ no. ground; but.” kkewiſe. there 
was nothing upon - which: they 
could give him advice ſo neceſlary 
& fo prefſiog. A man,who has bur 
one affair 1n his head, and which 
exireamly concerns.him, fancies 
that all, che World has no- - 
thing elſe. to ſpeak to him of, |W! 
In kane 1t was this reaſon at leaſt 'Fl: 
as much as, his honour; which \ 
caged him-to ga ſee; what was 
dfired of him at the. Fountain of 


Kee we” IO -: +571 44 

The fair Queen of Sicily after 
the too viſible and: the) tao.cruel 
neglet, that: Gaſpardide:Selucts 
had mage of .her Scarf, had been || 
but too well: confirmed by: the will 
Letter:ſhe afterwards read, that Tit 
3riſeiga was ghe cauſe of Ip 
misfortunes, he-could.not digr 

F the pre rence that -ungrat F 

man made of the charms of that 

Princeſs before hers, He too well 

ex 


»” 


(16) 
aphcied himſelf -in the Letter, 
to leave her any thing to doubt of 
in that; that (it-is the Princeſs of 
 Aontferrat | adore) was a deci 
five ſentence after- which there 
was no appeal. '-'Any/ Woman 
was to have been pitied- in ſuch 


found her (lf fatigued with hun- 
from the diſorder Her Soul 

wasin'; that ſhe might becapable 

of ſome joy when the ſhould re- 


GEIVE 


SITE 
F352 


(17) 

ceive her Brother, Nay ſhe durft 
not read over again the Count's - 
Letter, for fear of renewing her 
grief, & that the ſecond peruſal of 
 athing ſhe would never have been 
willing to have known , might 
not trouble her more: than. e- 
ver. Fulia who ſaw her 1a that 
humour , propoſed to her, in 
waiting for the arrival of the - 
Duke her Brother to take a twa 
in the Park to endeavour to. di 
vert her ſelf, The Queen had 
not dared to ſay any. thing to her 
of that Letter, becauſe that thar 
Maid. who was no great: favou-. 
rer of the Intereſts of the Count 
de Salnces, would have had too 
ſtrong arms; againſt | her, and 
would have killed her with: re- 
proaches,and.not have it pardon- 
&d in her , / after that Letter, the 
leaſt ſenſe of eſteem for , that 
Prince, though Jwiis. had much 

| complaiſance 


(18) 


compliſance and'a great deal of 


refpect for her, the Queen how- 
ever feared, ſhe bring of a free- 
huinour, to tell immediately what 
_ ſhe'thought,” and the amourbus 

Princeſs having -no (mind; thit 
truths” ſhoufd then be told her, 
which were to her,to her misfor- 
tune,but too well known.She had 
taken care to make her a Hiſtory 
of that Scarf, .to endeavour to ju- 
" ſike the Count, but Fa/is was 
Not one eaſe to be deceived, eſpe- 
cially by the Queen whom the 
had known fo long. She was in 
the right not to be for that 

Prince , becauſe ſhe foreſaw a 
| Partofthoſe'troubles her Miſtreſs 
was to fuffer by that blind en- 
"They had not made two or 
three turns in the Walk, when 
the Queen told her, that ſhe was 
in ſo melancholy a bumour yo 
SOLAR 6 
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ay, . 
ſhe knew not how' ſhe ſhould-re- -- 
ceive her Brother without. ma- 
king him take notice ſhe was ſad 
at heart, which wguld not be 
pleaſing to him, But what & it, 
Madam, anſwered Fic, that can 
afflict you to this point? You 
are in a Court, where from the 
oreateſt to the lowelt, all the 
world admires and honours you, 
You are going to ſee a' Brother 
who relrnand loves you. I 
know nothing that 1s contrary to 
your deſires ; Is it not that you 
your ſelf cauſe your troubles, for 
| do not ſee you have the leaſt 
reaſon to have any ?- How ealie 
t is for thee to.talk thus, replyed 
the On ſighing,who free from 
troubles and cares,never kneweft | 
what it is to---?She ſtopped there. 
Yes, to Love, ſaid Fults, is. it not 
that that torments you ? ————- 
leave me, interrupted ſhe, fay no- 

thing 


(20) 
thing to me more , but if my re- 
pole is dear enough to thee, as I 
do not doubt but it is, ſend imme- 
diately for the Count 4e 'Saluces 


to whom 1 have ſomething of | 


ym oarvercig to { ay , and which I 
ſhall have no. ſooner told him 
than that all my i!! , humour will 
go away : upd not to dif = 
any thing to thee, continu 
__ ballanced to obey her 
1h 

deceive him, as I have undecei- 


ved my ſelf, My Brother is up-. 


on amving, I ſhould not haye 
cime to ſpeak to that Prince this 
evening, and I ſhould be troubled 
ſhould he go to ſleep with the 
ideas I know he has of me. I 
wilf explain my ſelf for the laft 
time with him; and give him as 
much efteem of the-reft of my 
condua, as he may have loſt by 


the little complailances, I have 
| had 


tell thee, that it1s to un-_ 


In n—_>—— 


(21) 
had for him, Go, F«/ia, do what 
Ibid thee z and you will ſee me 
ic; a better humour than. cver. 
Fulis _ ao OY is 

ry agrecably obeyed her, fince it 

_ upon. the occaſion ſhe told 
her ; becauſe; that- in effect, ſhe: 
could do nothing. more for her 
honour, > and that. ihe would.go 
=—_ for apt cages added 
the. Queen, i acing: Er tens. 
rar... Love has not taken 
ſuch an Empire over me, but that 
reaſon yet Frds its place ; let on-. 
ly the Count de Seleces come, and; 
a moment after I reader; myſelf 1 
to thee free from all paſſion and- - 
all care. But take notice of one 
thing, that as I treated him but. 
ul lately at the Chace, you write 
not to him after, a manner,.to 
make him fear, that it is to quar- : 

rel with him again, engage him 

{ &clitly tro come upon ſome. im- 

portant * 


EFTEESPS. rn OR 
portant advice one has to Pive 


Whereupon - Fulis 'werit ant 
writ "that ''Letter,” and'ſent*it to 


the Count, whom it found upon: 


the point of leaving his Lodgi 

to go meet the Duke of bt. 
The fair Queen was with Fsl:, 
- near the Fountain of Nymphs, 


which was a place very agreeable 


and convenient to ſhade one from 
the heat of the Sun, which how- 
ever began ly to go down, 
They both waited for the Gentle- 
man with a great deal of imps- 
tience z but very differently, for 
Fulis hoped that all would be 
broken off, but ſhe was decet- 
ved : The Queen no ſooner ſaw 
him appear, than that ſhe ſent her 

to meet him z and ſhe entred, as 
ifſhe had fled him, into an Ar- 


bour that was near the Fountain, F 


I know not, my Lord, faid Flis 
to 


' - WR - m_ LW 
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(23) 

ro him, what you will think of all 
this ia a Country where the leaſt - 
liberties, that are taken with men 
pals for Crimes. Such perlons 
235 you, Madam , anſwered the 
Count, are above all that one can 
lay, and if any one 1s to be out of 
countenance it can be only me,for 
having never merited the honour 
that you do me, Come, replied 
ſhe laughing, it ſhall be with the 
Queen that you ſhall diſpute this, 
ſhe expects you hard by, to ſpeak 
with you. The Count went thi- 
ther and entred trembling; into 
the Arbour, as a Criminal, who 
goes to preſent himſelf before a 
Judg, who had reaſon to be ir- 
nitated againſt his inſenſibility. 
Well ! Count, faid the Queen 
to him, as foon as ſhe ſaw him, 
do you come again to inſult the 


| £090 much eſteem one has for you. 


| come rather. anſwered. the 
B Count, 


(24) 
Count, with a great deal of re- 
ſpe, to know what you plez(e 
to command me. | received a 
Note, wherein 15 mentioned, that 
there 1s here ſome advice to be 
given me; and I am juſt told 
that you delired to ſpeak with 
me. That 1s true, replyed ſhe, 
and you ſhall judg if I am not 
much your friend, after the neg- 
le& you ſhewed of a Scarf that 
I Ah, for negle&t, Madam, 
interrupted the Count — No, no, 
interrupted ſhe again, that 1s not 
now to be diſputed, I only deire 
of you, that you deal with me as a 
friend, and that you really tell me 
what paſſes in your heart, 1 
know that you Love : you are 
not now to conceal it from me 
as you have done ,z and accor- 
ding to the confidence you hall 


put in me, I ſhall ſee what 1] 
onght to do for you, -This dil- | 


courle, 


- i | V __ 
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(25) 
courſe with the aflurance the 
Queen ſpoke it, much furprized 
the Count, who at firſt diſcom- 
poſed, knew not if he ought to 
truſt her, with that ſecret, or ſtill 
to. diſſemble, for to penetrate far- 
ther into the deſign ſhe had, and 
which made her thus inquire in- 
to the News of his Heart. He 
took a middle way to all this, 
and confefled to her that he was 
really in Love that reſpe&t had 
hiadred him from telling it her 
the firſt time ſhe had queſtioned 


| him about it : but he did not 


name to her the perſon he loved, 
to let her perhaps imagin that 
it was ſhe her ſelf, The Queen 
better inſtructed than he thought 
ſhe was, but little contented with 
ſuch a confeſſion , was deſirous 
he ſhould have put more confi- 


{ dence in her. I know, ſaid ſhe to 
S lim, more of your affairs than 
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(26) 
you imagin. It 1s not enough 


to tell me that you love, nay, and 


that you love the Princeſs, for to 
tell me any Mews, You are truu- 
bled, continued the,ſeeing that he 
bluſhed, bur you have nothing 
to tear. Any other Woman -than 
I would have revenged her ſelf 
on her for what you have done, 
1n regard of my Scarf ; but I do 
not love you enough to do that.In 
a word, it depends on me to ruln 
you, or to (erve you: treat me | 
hke a friend and I will do what 
I ought: Nay, I will go conti- 
nued ſhe,making him a ſign not to 
interrupt her, farther than you 
can deſire of me $; for 1 mult 
needs confeſs, that notwithſtand- 
ing all your unjuſt proceedures, 
I have rot loſt the eſteem I had 
tor you; I will let the. world be- 
lieve you are 1n love with me, 4s 


they believe already, although þ 
they 


(27) 
they have no realon, I know, 
thar nothing can be of more Ser- 
vice to you in the Dcign jor 
have, .than that fiction, end 
rhough 1t is a Part, very unbe- 

coming a perſon of my rank, 

yer I will pals by that Scruple : 
One can never do too much for 
ones Friends, The Marquels, 
who without doubt would not 
approve the love you have for 
his Daughter, will not be jea- 
lous, but upon my account z 
and will be glad to ce that the 
Princeſs entertains you fſome- 
times,” to give him time, to be 
zone with me. In fine, added 
ſhe, 1t the offer I make you, 1s 
advantagious for you, I know 
that 8 Queen cannot have more 
Complailance ; but I know not 
if you will have ſo much Confi- 
dence in me, as you ought to 
have to merit it. I can in this 


B 3 mo- 


(28) 
moment try you in asking you 
how far you are come with the 
Princeſs. The Count Charm- 
ed with lo extraordinary a good- 
neſs, was upoun'the point of fal- 
ling upon his knees, to give her 
due thanks : Yet what ever ſhe 
could fay to him, He had no 
mind to diſcover to her ſo ful. 
ly the ſentiments of his heart, as 
ſhe deſired. He did not believe 
lo ample an explication was ne- 
ceſſary ; and that excels of good- 
neſs was too ſurprizing, after 
the juſt indignation ſhe ought to 
have had againſt him, not to 
ſuſpe& her of ſome dilguiſement, 
He did not deny, that it was the 
Princeſs whom he lov'd , but he 
added,that he ſaw ſo many Oppo- 
fitions in lo raſh a deſign, that he 
had hardly dar'd yet to ſpeak of it, 
How ! {aid the Queen, does not 


the Princeſs know that you. _ 
ber 
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her, I will not ſay, Madam, an-- 


- ſwered the Count, whether ſhe, 


knows it or nog bur it 1s true, 
that I never {poke to her of it. 
Take care, Count, replyed ſhe, 
you do not abuſe my. goodnels, 
[ (ſwear 'to you, Madam, 
replyed he, that without my 
Eyes Your Eyes, replyed 
the Queen, interrupting him 
with an air of diſdain, and 
what 1s it you writ to her. Gaſ- 
pard de Saluces was heredefeated, 
and remained without anſwer. 
You lee, perſued the, how you 
begin already, to diſguiſe to me 
what I know, and how little you 
merit all the Aſſurances of eſteem 
and of Friendſhip that I have juſt 
given you, Well,added ſhe ,you 
muſt be ler alone, and abandoned 
to your Deſtiny,which would be 
too happy if I helped it, after the 
manner I would have done: The 
Count. thereupon fearing the 


B.4., Queens 


(30) 

Queens Spirit more than he de. 
{iced her Succours, catt himſelf, 
at her knees, to ſtay her, feeing 
ſhe would have gone away. 
When Brzſezzz, who came to 
think, or art leaſt to be in the cool 
near that Fountain, faw the 
Count in the poſture [ have juſt 
related, and the Queen endea- 
vourling to get from him. What 
a ſight, juſt Heavens ! for that 
poor Princeſs, who after the Let- 
ter, ſhe had received from that 
Lover, did not believe to ſee him 
the ſame day at the Feet of ano- 
ther. The Queen Charmed with 
ſo favourable an Encounter, 
which could not be interpreted 
but to her advantage, Come 
come, Madam, ſaid ſhe to her, 
after a gay manner, make us 
Friends z forit is principally for 
the love of you that I would not 
pardon him.. I am obliged to 

you, 
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you, Madam, anſwered the 
Princeſs, being hard put to it to 
recover herſelt ; but I ſhould be 
very unfit for what you defirc of 
me; and the peace will not be difh- 
cult to be made between you, if 
you are only fallen our upon my 
account, wherefore Þle retire. The 
Count who had been extreamly 
{urprized to ſee her, and who 
jucged, that 1n the State ſhe had 
ftyund him, *(ſhe could not draw 
bur very mortal Conſequences 
tor his Love, if he did not leara 
er the Subje&t. prayed the Queea 
to ſuffer him to follow the Prin- 
cels, to have a moment of &1/- 
courſe with her, but ſhe wou'd 
not hear of it, and now ſtopped 
him. The Count, who law the 
nec:flity that there was 1mmedy 
ately to clear thele unh2ppy ap- 
pearancies, grew almoſt delj:c- 
rate z and told the Queen, that 
B 5 if 


(3%) 


if it was true, the had any good 


will for him, ſhe ought to thow 
it him in this, and permit 
him We are no longer in 
the ſame ſentiments; and you 
ought ro conſider, My Lord, that 
F have not given you a Rendcſ- 
vouz here fur the Princels. The 
Count however perſiſting ftill in 
his firſt debgn, and not knowing 
if he ſhould loſe the occaſion, 
when he ſhould find the Princeſs, 
who had only Doriſa with her 
then, thereſt of her Train ſtaying 
in the Flower-Garden, the 
Count, I ſay, yielding to the 
mortal fear he had, of the effe&t 
{o fatal a Conjun@ure would 
produce, was going to paſs over 
all meaſures with the Queen, leſs 
fearing to diſplea ſe her, than to 
be ill with the Princeſs. But the 
who foreſaw the blow, thought 


to have wherewith to make him 
trem- 


/ 
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tremble. One moment more, . 
{zid ſhe, ſeeking for the Letrer, 
which ſhe believed to have, and 
afterwards I will leave you at lt 
berty to quit me if you will. The 
Letter was not to be faund in her | 
Pocket. Never was luch a ſur- 
prize z - ſhe knew not what ſhe. 
had done with it: And not be- 
' ing willing to draw an affair up- 
on her ſelf,fince that ſhe could not 
make ule of it, to revenge her lelf. 
on him, the thought the beſt way - 
would be to turn it to his ad- 
vantage ; for likewile, ſhe judged, . 
that it thatLetter was loſt,1t would : 
make enough without her con- 
cerning her (elf in ir.. Do you: 
know, ſaid ſhe to him, the norice 
[ have to give you, and for what: 
I ſent for you, there 1s one of: 
your Letters which you writ to - 
the Princeſs, which has been ſur- 


prized : I will not tell you how, 
Nor- 


(34) 
nor the Perſon who has it, but 
It is ſufficient that I have ſeen it, 
and you know, if I have reaſon 
to render you this ſervice, which 
I have done by informing you of 
it; but it 15no matter, perhaps 
you will one day acknowledge 
the indulgences one has for you, 
Endeavour only to recover your 
Letter, or at leaſt prevent its fal- 
ling into the hands of the Mar- 
quels, The Count extreamly 
troubled with fo ill News, fell 
inſtantly to think who ſhould be 
the Author of ſuch an attempt. 
He prayed the Queen if ſhe knew 
any thing to tell it him, but leeing 
It was to no purpole,he asked her 
leave to go & endeavour to make 
uſe of the advice ſhe had juſt given 
him , which ſhe very willingly 
granted him, turning him by 
that means from the deſign he 


had of following the Princels, 
| who 
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who apparently was ſtill in the 
Park, She was deſirous to go 
ſeek her out her ſelf, to have the 
plealure of knowing what ſhe 
thought of all the Adventure, 
and to give her ſuch an account 
of it, as it might ſtill more and 
more perplex her. 

Thz Count would have been 
olad to have ſeen the Princeſs, 
but the danger was more prel- 
ling on the other fide ; and the 
paſhon he was put into by the 
treachery that had been done 
him, making him not himſelf, 
\ rendered him uncapable to think 
of any thing elſe. He run to his 
Lodging, where he found Rich- 
ard who was but juſt arrived, 
and who, much afflicted, related 
to him the ſad Adventure of the 
Wood, and how that four Horſe- 
men, diſguiſed like Thieves, had 
ſurprized him, and having 

ſearch'd 


(36) 


fearch'd him under pretext of 
taking from him his Purle, had 


took trom him the Letter, he was 
carrying to the Princels, who had 
then (cen Gaſpard de Saluces, with 
what fury he was animated ! ne- 
ver young Lion finding it ſelf 
wounded in the moſt ſenſible 
part, foamed fo with rage as he 
did, He caſt a thouſand conje. 
&tures upon all thoſe who were 
capable of playing him fo cruel 
a trick , but he at length conclu- 
ded it could only be the Count 
Palatine, whom he had a thou- 
{and reaſons to diſtruſt, not only 
as his Rival, but as the only one, 
proper for ſuch actions, there be- 
ing not one perſon in all that 
Court, who had boldneſs-enough 
to undertake ſuch a thing againſt 
him, not being able to believe 
that it was the Queen who had 


given him notice of it, nor _ 
t 
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the Marqueſs, whom he had ne- 
ver difobliged, would have come 
to that extremity, Jn fine, it 
was the Count Palatine , and 
without reaſoning more with 
Richard for further information, 
he went directly to the Palace, 
where he was told that the Duke 
was but juſt arrived , and found 
the Count Palatine upon. the 
Stairs: he boarded him, and 
(queezed his hand , which was 
enough to make him compre- 
hend after the words they had 
had, that he had ſomething to ſay 
to him, The Palatine followed 
him immediately, and when they 
were out of the Palace, asked 
him what he would hive. Can- 
not one, replyed the Count Je 
Saluces, ſpeak with you alone ? 
He had then no body with him, 
one may without doubt, replyed 


_ the Palatine and I expected it. 


Thereupon 
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(33) 
Thereupon he bid his people 
wait for him there ; and- they 
had not gone the length of the 
Park on the {ide of the Po, than 
that, finding a place fit for the 
Combat, they took the meaſures 
of Honour, whether for Arms or 
for the advantage of the ground, 
The Count Palatine immediately 
quitted the Queens Scarf which 
he had on his Arm, believing 
that to be the occaſion of the 
Count de Salauces Challenge, 
and hanging it on a Tree, there 
4s our Prize, {aid he, we ſhall 
quickly {ce who merits it beſt, 
The Count de Saluces did not 
daign to anſwer him upon that 


Article, nor to explain himſelf 


farther in the fury he was. He 
took his Sword in one hind and 
his Ponyard in the other, and his 
Enemy having done the like on 
his ſide, it is to be believed they 

were 


F 
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were not long before they ho- 
noured the place with their 
Blood, Whar skill and addrels 
loever there is, when the diſpute 
is berween two brave men who 
have a good delign and Love to 
do their duty, the buſineſs 1s 
quickly ended in ſuch a Combar. 
Count de Saluces had already 
wounded” Count Palatine in two 
or three places, without having 
received the leaſt rouch on his 
ide, and having at length made 
his Sword fall out of his hand, 
he bid him yield his Ponyard, bur 
ſceing he was obſtinate not to do 
it, he caſt away his Sword that 
he might not fight with advan- 
tage, and made uſe of nothing 
but his Ponyard as well as Count 
Palatine, The Combat could 
not laſt much longer with Arms 
o ſhort, and with which few 
puſhes were made 1n vain, The ' 
Count 
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(40) 
Count de Salxces immediately ran 
in upon his Enemy who bein 
much weaker than he, eſpecially 
fince the wounds he had recet- 
ved, was quickly thrown upon 


the ground. Bur the misfortune - 


of the Conquerour was that of a 
ſudden uſing all his ſtrength to 
force from him the Ponyard, and 
the other a/moſt without reſi- 
ſtance, rendring it him, he thruſt 
it himſelf, in the poſture he was, 
through his own Thigh, with 
which he was dangerouſly 
wounded, However 1a the fury 
he was he hardly perceived the 
hurt, and preſenting his Ponyard 


| upon the Throat of the Count 


Palatine, whom he had under 
him, you muſt either, ſaid he, 
Count, loſe your life, or reſtore 
me what you have of mine, You 
are Mafter, anſwered the conque- 
red, and may take it, Take 

what ? 


- 
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what ? repled the Count. The 
Scarfe, anſwered the Palatine, 
that you that is not what 
Idemand of you, interrupted he, 
it is a Letter which you have got 
by foul play , and which you 
muſt either reſtore or die z for 
thoſe violences are unworthy of 
a Prince as you are. It 1s true, 
an{wered he, that I have a Letter 
which may be yours, but it was 
without violence that I took it 
from the Queen, and without be- 
lieving it belonged toyou , take 
it, continued he, reſtoring it him, 
there it is, for my part I would 
have nothing to do with 1t, and 
it it was only that, that you de- 
manded, it is to little purpoſe we 
hve proceeded (o far, for I ſhould 
have reſtored it you, upon the 
leaſt civility you had done me, 
The Count Palatine ſpoke to him 
after that manner, perhaps be- 

caule 
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cauſe he was at his mercy. Be 
It aSlt Will, the Count de Sa/aces 
content with having his Letter, 
left him, and would have no 0- 
ther advantage over him. He 
could not comprehend, what he 
told him, that he had rook it trom 
the Queen; and was going to 
demand a farther explication 
thereof, when that turning his 
head to the noiſe which people 
made, who came behind him, 
he ſaw the Queen her ſelf with 
the Princeſs, and one Maid alone 
1n their Train, who was Dorifa ; 
all very ſad and much affrighted 
at the Blood which run from 
their Wounds. 

But for an information of this 
laſt Adventure, ir is convenient 
I ſhould take the Queen where | 
left her,who ſeeking the Princels, 
found her. raving under ſome 
Trees, which apparently ſhe en- 

tertained 
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( 43) 
tertained upon the pretended per- 
hdy of the Count de Saluces, 
Their difcourle was not very 
long, becauſe a moment after, 
they had notice given them of 
J the Dukes arrival , and taking 
1 the ſhorteſt way, they went upon 
a Terraſs Walk, which had a 
Proſpe&t of the Po ; but with 
what aſtoniſhment were not they 
ſtruck, when they ſaw from 
thence the two Princes in Fight ! 
Briſeida became pale, and knew 
not what to do ; but the Queen 
ſomething more bold, although 
as ſenſible as ſhe, told her, that 
if ſhe would, they would go part 
them, becauſe it would not alto- 
gether become the Queen to go 
alone. Briſeida taking courage 
from her love, as much as from 
the reſolution of the Queen, ven- 
tured to follow her. They firſt 
g {cnt Julia to give notice to the 
Duke 
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Duke and the Marqueſs of what 
paſſed : after which they got out 
through a little Door, which o- 
pened upon the Po, and which 
was uſually unlocked , but all 
was done when they arrived ; 


and they had no more need of # 


being parted. The Palatine im- 
mediatly railed pity in them both, 
ro ſee him ail covered with Blood 
ſtretched upon the Earth, with 
the looks of a dying man. The 
Count de Saluces was ſtanding,ha- 
ving ſtill his Ponyard in his hand, 
which he put up as ſoon as he ſaw 
them, ſaluting them after a man- 
ner as if nothing ayled him, Yet 
his wound caſting out blood in 
great floods, pur thoſe two fair 
Princefſes in an extream pain, 
They were only come for his 
ſake, and the pity they had of 
the Count Palatine did not lo 


much touch them, as their affe- 
&1on 
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ion for , the Count de Saluces, 
The Queen all moved ran im- 
mediatly to the Scarf, which ſhe 
ſaw hanging on a Tree, and 
would have made uſe of it to 
have bound his Thigh, for to pre- 
vent his loſing all his Blood ; but 
he thanked her,and civilly prayed 
her to be pleaſed to give it to the 
Count Palatine, to whom it be- 
longed, and who had more need 
of it than he. The cfhcious 
Queen was touch'd to the very 
heart with this refuſal, bur ſtri- 
ving with her ſelf, that the Prin- 
cels might nor perceive it, ſhe 
carryed it to the Count Palatine, 
who received it with as much ac- 
knowledgment, as the other had 
ſh2wed indifference, It was in 
revenge a great delight to Briſes. 
das, Between two Rivals the 
pain of the one is always the joy 
of the other, This who believed 

that 


(46) 
that that Scarf had occaſioned 


the quarrel of the two Princes, - 


took it kindly that the Count had 
refuſed it, nay, from the Queens 
hands, and eſpecially in her pre- 
ſence, (hewing thereby thar ſince 
he was Conquerour, he would 
not make ule of his advantage.She 
likewiſe believed, ſhe had a great 
ſhare in that affair, and eſteemed 
no leſs the Count, to whom ſhe 
pardoned for that action, almoſt 
all the ill, he had made her ſuf- 
fer near the Fountsin of Nymphs, 
Which ſhe would likewiſe ſhew 
him z, and making uſe of the time 
that the Queen was gone towards 
the Count Palatine, gave him her 
Scarf to make ule of inſtead of 
the Queens. The happy Count 
ae Saluces tranſported with joy 
at ſuch a favour, he (o little ex- 


pected, would have faln upon his 


Knees to have expreſſed to her his 
acknow- 
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acknowledgment, but his heart 
failed him, and he remained in 8 
ſwoon in the Princeſlſe's Arms, 
who touch'd with that new ac- 
cident, had occaſion for Doriſa's 
help. By iltluck the ſame thing 
had juſt happened ro the Count 
Palatine, whom the Queen could 
not quit in that condition , and if 
ever Princefle's were perplexed, 
one may cerainly ſay 1t was 
thoſe two; but the Qieen much 
more cruelly than Briſezda. Be- 
c@uſe that this had the pleaſure 
of rendring cfhcious cares to 
lim ſhe loved, and tht other had 
only the grief to ſee her Lover 
lying in the Lap of her Rival, 
and likewiſe Doriſa binding on 
him her Rival's Scarf, after ha- 
ving refuſed hers. - What ſenſi- 
ble blows, for a perſon who let 
nothing eſcape, and who knew 
the worth and the force of all thar 
paſſes in Love, C FTulia 
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Julia had made all poſſible 
haſt ; and finding at firit the 
Marquels and the Duke of Say 
together, the all in a fright told 
them that the Princes were fight- 
ing behind the Park-Wall which 
looks upon the Po. The Duke 
was much (urprized at this news , 
but the Marqueſs was in deſpair, 
who, beſides the hatred he h:d 
conceived, ſince the concurrence 
againſt the Count de Saluces, 
looking upon the Palatine, as the 
moſt advantagious Match for his 
Daughter, fell to ſay ſuch extra- 
ordinary ill things ' and ſuch 
threats againſt the firſt, that the 
Duke of S2voy, who, as I have 
already ſaid, loving him with 
much afſe&ion, could not endure 
it without replying, thas he trea- 


ted ſomething too ill and cruelly 


a Prince eſteemed by all well bred 


people, and of a merit acknow- 5 


ledged 
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ledged by all the Earth. The 
Duke ſaid this in the way of a 
Friend, and without. paſſion. 
Yet the Marqueſs did not take it 


. ſo; although he did not ſhew tt ; 
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and very unwillingly received a 
Leſſon that was made him 1n his 
own houſe. They ſtill walked 
on, and advanced towards the 
plac? that Fu/iz had told them, 
where they found the two Rt- 
vals in the ſtate I related, How 
izalous ſoever the Marqueſs was, 
yet not believing the Count Pa- 
/atine in love with the Queen, he 
law him without regret 1a her 
Arms, but in what fury was 
not he agunſt his Daughter, to 
ſee her render the ſame office to 
the man of the World he hated 
the moſt,as if that lovely Princeſs 
ought to have took up his unjuſt 
ſentiments, nay and which ſhe 
was ignorant of, He looked up- 
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on her with an indignation, that 
it ſeemed ſhe had committed the 
oreateſt of all crimes. The Duke 
of Savoy the moſt gallant «nd the 
molt reaſonable ot all men, was 
not ſo unjuſt : far from le's e- 
ſteeming his Siſter, he command- 
ed her and doubled his teſtimo- 
nies of kindneſs, There was on- 
ly the blood which was ſeen Iy- 
ing all about and which lo ſtrong: 
ly ſtruck thc ſight, which hin- 
dred the one and the other from 
making appear all the joy, that in 
another conjuncture of time, ſuch 
an interview would have given 
them, 

The Princeſs no ſooner ſaw 0- 
ther perſons take upon them the 
care of the Count de Salaces, 
than that ſhe retired, and went 
to her Chamber to take the pies 
ſure of crying with great torrents 


of Tears, that ſhe had retained | 


with- 


a 


x - > & - .. = _ WY Mr. 3 HY lo, Vn OR EET I LT 


-« 481 L ol 


+ + 

with much difficulty, The Count 
ie Saluces, 1n fainting away, had 
}ad time to put into her hangs 
tl e Letter,the Count Palatine had. 
rcſtored him. 'She opened it 
vwih an unparaliclled fear, not 
. knowing what it contained ; bur 
ſhe found that it was the an(wer 
of what- ſhe had ſent him word 
by his Gentleman of the Horſe. 
Stheread it a hundred times, and 
{0 watered it with her tears, that 
at length the writing was almoſt 
detaced. Yet when ſhe came to 
wake reflection, upon what had 
paſſed near that unlucky Foun- 
t21n, there wanted little that ſhe 
cid not reproach her ſelf with 
her tears, her tendernels, and the 
pity the had had for a perfidious 
many for ſhe found no reaſon 
that could excuſe him. His 
trez/on ſpoke, and the Queen had 
peared to her- {o contented 
C 5 in 
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in that time, that it was not poſ- 
(ible, as the thought, but that ſhe 
triumphed over her, But why re- 
newed the a moment after by re- 
fictions more favourable for her, 
ſhould he refuſe her Scarf v. hich 
the preſented him with ſo good a 
grace, and in a time he had the 
moſt occaſion for it? And why 
lend 1t to the Count Palatine,and 
accept mine with ſo much joy be- 
fore her? Ah Heavens ! Cryed 
the thereupon, cauſe me to be 
miſtaken, and then there may be 
ſome myſtery in what I have ſcen 
that I do not comprehend. She 
had no mind to have realon to 
be angry with him, and the [:d 
condition, in which ſhe h:d ſeen 
him, was much ſtronger than all 
her reſentment, 

The Marqueſs gave order to 
his people to carry the Count 


Palatine to the Palace, and the 
Duke 


. 
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Duke of Savoy being deſirous to- 
render the ſame office to the 
Count de Saluces, commanded. 
his to carry him unto the Apart- 
ment which was prepared him, 
which was in the Old Palace. 
All the Court much approved 
the part, that Prince took of the 
Count de Salyces, being general- 
ly beloved and eſteemed by all, 
But the Queen above all, thanked 
him 1n her mind, and much come 
mended his procedure, She was. 
ſomething interefled in it ; for 
beſides that ſhe could not with a 
good grace, go ſee the Countin 
2 particular houſe, the hoped nor 
enly to ſee him , but to be able 
without conſequence, . to paſs one 
part of the day with him, having 
(0 fair a pretext as that of (ceing 
her Brother, There was only 
{ Briſcida who was unhappy in that 
occaſion ; and who, having only 
C 4. tears. 


(54) 
tears for her part, had but an il] 
ſhare. The Marquels her Father 
was ſometime without ſeeing 
her, and ſpoke not to her but out 
of neceſſity, nay, and that with 
iharpaeſs, not that he had the 
leaſt ſuſpition that ſhe loved, or 
was beloved by the Count de S4- 
laces, for violent as he was, he 
would have come to the greateſt 
extremities ; but through the ha- 
tred that jealouſie had given him 
for that Prince, he looked upon 
with horrour all thoſe who 
obliged him, and who were for 
him. What injuſtices does not 
Love make a man do, when it 
turns his wit and his rcalon? 
What irregularities does 1t nct 
make him commit ? and how 4 
Lover fo tranſported would be 


aſhamed of himſelf, if he but 


knew himſelf in that condition. F 


But it was to much purpoſe . 
1a 
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had 2n ayerſion for the Count 4+ 
S«/uces, though the Princels had 
known it, the was engaged ,. and 
Love making her love him, as 
much as it made him be hated 
by her Father, ſhe would not 
have quitted her ſentiments to 
hive took his, She found rea- 
ſon and juſtice in her conduct, 
the merit of Gaſpard de Saluces 
demanded all her heart, and it 
ſhe hid only given that, to re- 
pair the injury her Father had 
done ;z- ſhe would have thought 
ſhe had reaſon to a& thus. 

The Chirurgions having ſcarch- 
ed the two wounded Princes, 
found that theCount. Palatine had 
four wounds ; but that that of 
the Count de S4/uces was alone 
more dangerous than all his by 
reaſon of the quantity of blood 
be had loſt. This news was 
quickly ſpread over all the Corr 
C5 and 
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and there were many-tears ſhed 
not only. by our two 1lJultricus 
Princeſſes , but by almoſt all the 
Ladies of the Court, by whom 
this Prince was particularly e- 
fteemed, He was fome days 
without receiving vilts from 
any body, and all people prel- 
ted to come ar all hours to know 
now 'he did, but they had nct 
the ſame complaiſance for the 
Count Palatine, who though he 
had been longer at that Court, 
had procured but few friends, 
and the Marqueſs was he, who 
took the moſt care to inquire of 
his health. 

The Duke and the Queen had 
fent to make him their Comple- 
ments, but all their diſquiet was 
only for the poor Count, There 
was-No talk in all that time either 
of Ball, or of Feaſting, or of 
Walking, or of any other Diver- 

tuement, 


(57) 
tiſement, which were uſually 
(cen in that Court ; and though 
their recoveries were not any 
longer doubted of, and rhat the 
Count Palatinz was already ſo 
well as to rile ; The Queen nor. 
the Duke would not begin any 
till the Count de Seluces was 1 
1 Condition to rejiſh them, at 
leaſt in bis Chamber. They had 
already begun to make there 
ome {mall aflembiies. The fair 
Queen was there from the mor- 
ning to the evening; ſhe ſaw 
him dreſt twice a day, and all 
theſe little cares ſo charming in 
ſuch occaſtons,. and fo (enſible to 
a ſick man, wha has ſuch a heart 
as 2 gallant man ought to have, 
were too often repeated for the 
Count to conſerve againſt them, 
that inſen{ibtlity, thar the love he- 
y hid for Briſeida, obliged him to 
lave for any other than the ; the 


Duke 
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Duke of $4v0y the moſt comp!u- 
{ant of all men, {aw thele cager- 
nefſes that his ſitter had tor that 
Prince, and found no fault with 
them. He did not doubt but that 
there was (ome kindaels 1n 1t;bur 
he could not blame it for a perſon 
who had {o much merit as he, 
The Marqueſs was the only one 
who did not approve It ; and 
who condemned the Brother as 
much as the Siſter, He was of- 
ten 1n that Chamber ; becauſe 
ne could not ſee the Queen elle- 
where, and he was inceſlantly the 
witneſs of ſeveral Kkindneſles 
which put him in diſpair. Nay, 
he was forced out of comp'at- 
{ance to look kindly upon his Ri- 
val, and that was his greateſt 
torture. All his pleaſure was 
to go relate afterwards, all that 
had paſſed to the Count Palatine 


exaggerating to him thethingsbe- 
yond 


x" 3 1 L 


—"('7S) 
yond what they were, nay, and 
beyond what he had leen, which 
was no great divertiſment to that 
Prince, who having certainly 
more 1nclination to love - the 
Queen, than he ever had for any 
woman 11 the world, reliſhed but 
with very little pleaſure the inclt- 
nation the had for his Rival z but 
as he knew that the Counts heart 
was not an cftering to her, he 
hoped, that the firlt {ight of Br#- 
{cida would revenge him on the 
Queen. Policy would not per- 
mit,that to ruin the Count ae $4- 
laces he ſhould ſpeak of that Let- 
ter to the Marqueſs, becauſe it 
was to render him wholly the 
Queens, to take him from the 
Princeſs, and that was not to ad- 
vance his deſign, Wherefore he 
took care not to commut that 
fault, 
But we leave too long Briſcias 


crying 
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crving in her Chamber, That 
afflicted Princeſs was fo changed 
19 two or three diys with grief, 
that th: was no longer the ſame : 
thole who knew not what there 
was in her heart, as the Queen 
did, attributed it tro the man- 
ner with which the Marquels 
then treated her ; but there was 
no ſooner certain news, that 
rhere was no more danger for the 
life of her dear Count, than that 
the was no longer 1a a condition 
to raiſe any ones pity, and her 
Beauty recovered its former lu- 
ſtre. Not but that there ſtill re- 
mained a certain languiſhing 
which though ir had not been 
cauſed by the fear one always has 
for a perſon one loves, and who 
15 11], the advantage the Queen 
had above her to lee him every 
day, to do him litle kindnefles, þ 


to ſpeak to him, was capable to 
give 


« TH ; 


(61) 

give her a great del of trouble, 
What {ad moments did the paſs 
upon this 3ccount ! What cruel 
Ide:s had ſhe! ! The refl:&ion a- 
lone of imagining, that ſhe was 
in his Chamber, gave her a thou- 
{and mortal alarms, and the en- 
vyed her thit happinels, more 
than that of being Queen, The 
Count did his devoir in afſuring 
her by his Letters , bur that was 
not enough. This was the firſt 
he writ to her ſince his being 
wounded. 

If you have not pardoned, Ma- 
dam, appearances, in what you ſaw, 
ſome days ſince, F am the moſt un- 
happy of all men, for you will have 
condemned me without doubt as 
one per fiazous, and never was any 
one ſo innocent as I, In the con- 
attion 1 am in my forces doe not 
permit me to make preater explt- 
cations ; but if Richard mich? 


have 
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have the honour entertaining yon, 
he would tell you enouzh to ju ifie 
mel} 1 am guilty for having caſt my 
ſelf at the Queens fect, my crime 
proceeds only from the extream 
p4//ion I have for you, and you could 
not have puniſbed me more cruelly 
than by going away from me; for 
in that you prevented my clearing 
all. am only unhappy, Madam, 
axa ſlill to perfect my ruin, 1 mult 
weeds be deprived of 19e honour of 
ſeeing you, which is the greateſl ill 
my wound could do me, ] im much 
to be pitied, my Princeſs, if you 
have no pity for a Prince who only 
lives fer you, and who would give 
himſelf a thouſand Deaths, if be 
found himſelf guilty towards: you 
of the leaſt treachery. 

The Princeſs received that Let- 
ter as ſhe was walking in the 
Park, which was the only plea- 


ſure ſhe had had ſince ſhe had (cen 


the 
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the Count, She ſaw Rzhard, 
who apparently ſought ro ſpeak 
to her, and made him be. called 
to inquire the news of his Maſters 
health. Richard who had wait- 
cd all that day for an opportunity 
of ipeaking with her, was raviſh- 
ed with joy, to have (o fair an one. 
He approached her, and gave her 
that Letter in a Nolegay he pre- 
ſented her ; ata Which he had 
prepared on the purpoſe. The 
Princeſs perceived it, and naving 
diſmiſſed him after ſome queſti- 
ons ſhe asked him concerning the 
Counts health, ſhe retired into an 
Arbour to read what he had writ 
to her. Her mind was all that 
day ſomething more at eaſe than 


- it uſed to be; but ſhe was not 


cured of her ſuſpitions, and of 
her alarms, the more the loved 
him, the more jealous ſhe was of 
luis heart, and feared to loſe it. 

The 
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The Queen was the moſt dan- 
gerous perlon, that there was up. 
on the Earth, and the Princeſs 

had reaſon to apprehend her. 
Richard having ſo happily exe- 
cuted his Commiſhon, returned 
as ſoon as he could to his Mx 
ſter, to give him an account, He 
ſent him the next day to the Park 
two hours before the time he was 
to be there; io much impatience 
had he to know what anſwer the 
Princeis would give him , Rich- 
ard went thither to pleaſe his 
Maſter, and had time to be wea- 
ry, becauſe Briſezda, who had a 
mind to dilcourſe with him, came 
there later than ſh2 had told him, 
by waiting cill it was night ; and 
that ſhe might go thither with- 
out Train. She came tn rhe time 
he leaſt hoped to ſee her ; and 
that he was going away, and ha- 
ving made him enter into an Ar- 
| bour 
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bour with Doria, ſhe asked him 
what news from his Maſter. 
Richard after having ſatisfied 
thoſe firſt Complements, related 
to her the adventure of that Scart, 
and the reaſon that had obliged 
the Queen to take it away, At- 
ter which, what had hippened 
to him himſelf ia the Wood, 1n 
carrying her a (econd Letter ; and 
how his Maſter having believed 
that it was the Count Palatine 
who was the Author of that vio- 
lence, had given him a challenge 
znd by the victory which he had 
over him, had obliged him to re- 
ſtore it, which he had done with- 
out pain, di[vowing however (o 
bile an action, and aſfuring that 
It was from the Queen he had 
took tr, As much as the firſt ad- 
venture was capable of giving 
jy to the Princels, ſo much the 
lecind give her diſpleaſure, to 

lee 
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bour with Deriſa, ſhe asked him 
what news from his Maſter. 
Richard after having fatisfhed 
thoſe firſt Complements, related 
to her the adventure of that Scart, 
and the reaſon that had obliged 
the Queen to take it away, At- 
ter which, what had hippened 
to him himſelf ia the Wood, 1n 
carrying her a [econd Letter ; and 
how his Maſter having believed 


that it was the Couar Palatine 
who was the Author of that vio- 
lence, had given him a challenge 
:nd by the vitory which he had 
over him, had obliged him to re- 
ſtore it, which he had done with- 
our pain, diſ2vowing however ſo 
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fee that two perſons ſhe ought 
the moſt to fear, were Maſters of 
a ſecret, which alone was capable 
to ruin them, Gaſpard de Saluces 
had judged that fuch a piece of 
news as that wouid be extreamly 
diſadvantageous to him with the 
Queen ; but he allo believed, 
that it was neceflary to acquaint 
her with it-to prevent here there- 
in; the more the Princels exa- 
mined that affiir, the more ſhe 
foreſaw the dangerous conle- 
quences. It was a very hzppy 
thing the having recovered that 
Letter, but it was nothing to 
fuch a furious (pirit as her Fa- 
thers, and cipecially in that con- 
triry dilpoſition he then was, 
both forthe one and the other; 
thar there needed only the leaſt 
ſuſpition of the inclination ſhs 
had for that Prince, to render her 


unhappy the reſt of her Lite. 
Nay, 
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Nay, ſhe knew not how to com- 
prehend, that that Letter had not 
yet made a nolle, for having pal- 
led through the hands cf the 
Queen and of the Count Palatine, 
both jealous and intereſied 1n 
that intelligence of heart, that 
they might believe ſhe had with 
the Count de Saluces, they ought 
to ule all their enveavours to 
break it, they I fay, who did not 
loſe the leaſt occaſion of giving 
them trouble, For the Queen, 
It was probable that the conſide- 
ration of the Count, whom ſhe 
would have loſt by that means, 
prevented her from ſpeaking. 
But the Count Palatine, who had 
naturally a malicious ſpirit, and 
who was beaten and ll treated 
n all manners by the Count, ſhe 
knew not what ſhould retaia- 
him from ſpreading abroad that 
affair, thereby to have his re- 
venge, She - 
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She again asked Richard, if he 
knew not what had paſſtd in the 
diſcourſe the Count had had 
with the Queen.near the Fountain 
ef Nymphs. Richard whowas per- 
fetly inſtructed therein, related 
to her all that converiation, with 
which the Princeſs was well e- 
nough ſatisfied ; Burt ſhe judged 
trom the Queens ſpirit, that the 
would give her trouble, and that 
the ſtorm would fall ſome day 
upon her when ſhe thought of it 
the leaſt. After that.ſhe would not 
keep Richard any longer, for fear 
of augmenting the ill adventures, 
and having given him a Letter 
for k1s Maſter, ſhe told him cer- 


tain days of the week that he 


might come to the Park, where 
he ſhould find her, or at leaft Do- 
riſa, in whom he might confide 
all things. Richard content with 


the joy he was going to give his 
: ans Maſter, 
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Maſter, was with him before he 
was aware, He was received 
with careſles, of which Lovers a- 
| bound towards thoſe who ule- 
fully ſerve them with their Mi- 
ſtreſles, He took thit Letter, 
kit it, opened it, with an impa- 
tience, and a joy, that he could 
hardly read it. It was 1n theſe 
terms, 

Do you beizeve to have c:ommit- 
ted ſo great 4 crime, that it was 
needful you ſhould tate ſo much 
pains to juſtifie your ſelf, I can tell 
you no, thoagh .1 were ſtill in chol- 
lex, but after the condition 1 ſaw 
you in, it would be cruelty not to 
fardom you. 1 have been anpr 
with you 1 confeſs, and thongh 1 
was miſlaten in what I ſaw, 1 am 
not yet ſo well cured but that 7 


have ſtall need of ſome time, but 


be not in pain, you would be but 
little obliged to me, if the impreſſi- 
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ON ſuch 4 ioht WAas capable of 1ma- 
king in ſuch a heart as mine w:s 
ſo ſoon effaced, Tou will perfect this 
laſt work when you are in tetter 
health, in the mean time endea- 
wour only that, I defired :; and if 
that is mot enongh 1 command it 
you. 
For the firſt Letter that Briſct- 
dz writ him this was kind e- 
nough, and that Prince had rea- 
ſon, as he fancied himſelf, to be- 
lieve he was the moſt happy of 
all men, in having received ſuch 
a one from ſuch a Princeſs as ſhe 
was, he would have paſled the 
reſt of the day 1n reading it, had 
not the Queen arrived. She 
found him with an air ſo gay and 
with eyes [o contented, that ſhe 
believed there was ſome great a- 
mendment in his health. And 
indeed from that day he. had 


no more Feaver , and the Chy- 
rurgions 
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rurgions being come ſome time 
afrer, reporced that his Wound 
was better than ever; and if it 
ſo continued, the Count would 
be again on foot 1n eight days; 
They could not have given more 
agreeable news to the Queen, 
who came immediately to telici- 
tare the Count. She knew-not 


to whom he had that obligation 5 


for apparently ſhe would not have 
lo much rejoyced. That happy 
Lover, who had then only 1a his 
mind the Idea of the happineſs of 
being beloved-by the Princeſs, of 
which the Letter ſhe had written 
to him, gave him hopes enough, 
aid that day to the Queen, the 
moſt agreeable and the moſt o- 


bliging things imaginable. Thi- 


therto it had been only ſenti- 
ments of reſpect, and of acknow- 
ment.for ſo many goodneſles ſhe 
had had for him ; but flouriſhing 
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then a little more, heenlarged to . 
Courtſhip it ſelf;and his Soul was 
{o full, chat he could have done 
It to his very enemies, He made 
no refle&tion on the conſequence, 
he only thought of contenting 
his heart, which was in fo great 
a ſtock of joy, that it was neceſſa- 
ry to be communicative - if he 
would be ar eaſe. There is ſome- 
times ſuch {orts of contentments 
as fill the Souls, as there is of | 
grief which burden them, and of F} | 
which there 1s no cure without I] | 
imparting them to others. The I / 
misfortune was for the poor } 
Queen, that ſhe ſuffered her lelf JF 
to becharmed. She had fo great }} / 
a deſire that the Count ſhould F * 
love her, that ſhe believed it up- I ® 
on the leaſt appearances z but at F - 
that time ſhe was more perſuaded Þ| ” 
than ever, inſomuch that ſhe fan- 


cied, that it was time to T"— f 
| im 
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him ker heart, and that to pretend 
to be inſenſible, and to let ſuch-a 
man languith as the Count ge 
Siluces, 12 the condition he. was, 
was a perfect inhumanity unbe- 
coming a Woman of her cou- 
rage. My Lord, laid the to him, 
after having ſuffered him to lay 
things upon her Beauty, and up» 
on the advantages that a Queen 
25 the had to make her ſelf, not 
only to be beloved by her Sub- 
jets, but adored by all men, as 
the Count had told her, 7 believe 
there is no hazard in telling 4 
Prince, who has [uch ſentiments as 
thoſe you have for me, that if one 
hid the power you ſay, of making 
ones ſelf beloved, one ſhould mot 
make uſe of it upon the generality, 
A heart how. great ſoever, will 
have but one to fill it, but which is 
worthy of it z and it is what one 
finds not every day. 1 have ſee 

D 2 Kings 
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Kings ana Princes who loved me, 
or at leaſt who told me ſo, but no- 
thing touch'd me in favour of 
them. It was not yet what I 
winted : It is at Caral, my Lord, 
ſhe ſtopped there, ſighing. Ar 
Caral , Madam , replyed the 
Count, and who ſhould be that 
happy Lover ? You may, (aid ſhe to 
him, bluſhing, {pare me the trouble 
of naming him, The Count found 
himſelf more perplexed than the, 
- with that explication, The 
Queen ſaw his motion and inter- 
preted it to her advantage, and 
he ſaw himſelf conſtrained in the 
length to diſabuſe her , but hap- 
pily for both came the Duke of 
Savoy, who after having been 
ſome time with them, carryed 
back his Siſter to her Apartment. 
The Count had ſeen cnough by 
a thouſand teſtimonies of good: | 


neſs, that the Queen did not hate 
him 


| (75) 
him, bur after what he had told: 
her of the paſſion he had for the 
Princeſs, and what ſhe had ſeen 
of it, he would never have be- 
lieved; that (ſhe would have ven- 
tured to make a declaration her 
ſelf of the ſentiments of her heart. 
He clearly {aw it was the effect 
of the manner ſomething more 
obliging with which he had treat- 
ed her that day : he repented it, 


' and would have. been glad to 


have been able to have let her 
know rhat he could not be un- 
faithful to Briſeids ; but beſides, 
that we never take pleaſure in 
laying any thing diſpleaſing to a 
perſon not altogether indifferent 
to us, as a. confeſſon of that man- 
ner would be, it ever ill becomes 
the mouth of a man, except he. 
be brought to the laſt puſh, The 
Queen alſo on her fide choſe ra- 
ther to leave him without an an- 
D. 3 fwer, 


— 
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Iwer, to the end he nught think 
of it that night, than to run the 
h:zird of nor having ſuch an 
one as ſhe defired. She ſaw 
clearly that ler her do what ſhe 
would, he was ſtill moſt ſenſible 
for the Princels ;- and that he de- 
clared to her, there was more of 
acknowledgment than of Love, 
Yet as we always flatter our 
ſelves, ſhe hoped that he would 
change in time, or that ſhe ſhould 
cure her ſelf of a paſſion without 
| hopes. The next day the retur- 
ned to the charge, more early 
than ſhe had been there yet ; and 
being come into his Chamber, 
by a familiar habit, of which no 
body had any thing to ay, being 
only obſerved there by her Bro- 


thers Servants, well, Count, laid 


ſhe to him, have you not t' ough? 


ro night of the Lover I ſpake to yeu | 
of yeſterday, and is it neceſ[ary p | 
14 
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tell you his Name ? It is true, Ma- 
dam, anſwered the Count, that 
| have thought of it ; but 1t you 
leaſe T will not know him, for 
[ hould be glad to be 1gnoranr. 
Is it that you are jealous, repiyed 
the Q1een ? No Madam, reply- 
ed he, but hes is the moſt un- 
grateful of all men, and merits 
not the leaſt. of your bounrtes. 
T0u are 500 hal y, Count, {a1d ſhe; 
bluſhing, i» condemning him, for 
perhaps you are miſtaken, I with 
it, Madam, aniwered he, but, if 
it be the wretch T imagine, I tell 
you once more that he is ungrate- 
ul, and that you ought to have 
all manner of indifferency for 
him. 2 ts imp/ble, replyed the 
Queen, that he ſhould be indiffe- 
rent to me, and if ever F change 
ſentiments of him, it will be thoſe 
of hatred that IT ſhall take. Ah, 
Madam, for thoſe, replyed the 
D 4: Count, 
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Count, iuffer me, if you pleale, 
to teil you, thar he has never me- 
rited them ; and you would be 
very unju't it —— No, 20, 1nter- 
rupted the, rifing, / can have nope 
elſe for ungrateful mens and it 
ts not from you, ] am to take coun- 
ſel therein, But Madam 
th: was already out of the Cham: 
ber,and not being able any longer 
to ſupport a converſation ſo dil- 
agreeable to her, ſhe quitted him, 
and would not hear any mcre. 
What a day was that for that 
poor Queen, ſhe went into her 
Chamber, where after having 
plung'd her ſelf ſomet1me into 
terrible vexations, which ail the 
tears the ſhed could nor ally, ſhe 
took a ſtrong relolution of \ert- 
ouſly endeavonring to reader her 
ſelf Miſtreſs of her heart, and to 
free her ſelf from a paſſion ſhe 
(aw would be her ruin, Atcer 
x tial 
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that reſolution there, followed a- 
nother, which was to go ſee the. 
Count Palatine, without doubt 
to make the firit jealous, and that 
was not the way to cure her ſelf. 
She - went thither, that Count 
was then 1n a condition to re- 
ceive Viſits, but all he could ſay 
to her that was tender and pal- 


ſionate, made as little impreſſion” | 


upon her mind as upon her heart. . 
She was ſo penſive, and had her- 
mind fo took up, that ſhe let him + 
lay ſeveral things which in ano- 
ther occaſion, ſhe would not have : 
ſuffered. For that Prince who 
was very bold and eaſie-to flatrer - 
himſelf, taking the Queens-vifit - 
for a return of kindneſs; or- at. 
leaſt of ſome piryof the condi:ion + 
ſhe had ſeen him in, told her not : 
only that he loved her, but that: 
he died for Love. And ſhe often - 


giving him no. anſwer, he took: 
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that ſilence as a favourable con- 
ſeat to his paſſion, and grew 
ſtill more bold in rating to her 
the exceſs of his ardour. It any 
one had asked the Queen in go- 
ing from thence whar the Count 
had ſaid to her, I believe ſhe 
could hardly have told it. How- 
ever that Prince very happy in 
his idea's, as much as 1f he had 
been 1o 1n cffe&, really fancyed 
that the Queen did not hate him, 
and that he might hope to make 
himlelt beloved. That amorous 
Princeſs knew not what to do; 
and having firmly reſolved not 
to lee, at leaſt that day, the Count 
ade Saiuces, the was lo perplexed 
with her perion, that ſhe was 
weary whereever ſhe went, and 
all people put her out of humour, 
She had not ſeen her Brother, be- 
cauſe ſhe had had much bufinels, | 


but the apprehended, that if ſhe 
went 
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went thither, her ordiaary incl- 
nition would draw her to the 


wounded mans Chamber. Yet. 


at length not knowing any long- 
er where to go, where ſhe found 
not ſomething to diſtaſte her, ſhe 
{ancyed the might hazard her lelf 
taere, not being yet ſo weak, bur 


that ſhe could vanquith her (elf in 
a thing of {o little conſequence.. 
But ſhe found him not within, 
and his Servants told her, thac 


he was with- the Count de $4- 


luces, The pretext was too pizu-' 
ible; there was no way to give: 
back, She believed, but little, 
and her heart furniſhing her im- - 


mediatly with a thouſand reaſons, 


to Cirry her, ſhe'let her” {elf be 
conducted thither, What ſhe did 


to coplerve ſome haughtinels, 
and tot the.Count know, it was 
not to ''ce him ſhe was come 
there, Wa in entring'to tell the 


Duke,, 
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- Duke. that ſhe ſought bim, and 
that ſhe had ſome Letters to com- 
municate to him from the King 
her Husband, ſhes had received 
that day, which was lkewiſe 
true. Infomuch that her Bro- 
ther made his viſit ſhorcer- than 
he would have done, and went 
with his Siſter ro ſee what the 
Letters of the King of Scicily con- 
teined, which was, that he found 
himſelf very. ill; and that he 
could have wiſhed, either that 
the Queen was not yet departed 
from Provence, or that ſhe made 
haſte to arrive in Scicily where. 
he expected her, What neceſſity 
ſoever the Queen ſaw, there was 
to depart, and though ſhe had (o 
much reaſon to do it for thegood 
of her heart, ſhe would never 
have reſolved to have ſhewed 
thoſe Letters tq the Dake her 


Brother, for fear of not ting able 
to 
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to diſpenſe her (elf from quitting. 
Caral ſooner thin ſhe deſired , 
bur the fear ſhe had, . having 
lſearned that there was alſo Let- 
ters for him, the King her Huſ- 
band might have writ to him, 
the lame thing, were the reafon 
ſhe could not, avoid the commu- 
nicating them to him, hoping 
however to defer her voyage 
ſome days, with ſome 1ndiſpoſi- 
tion of command, cauſed by the 
grief the ought to have for that 
of her dear husband : which was 
nor difficult for her to feign, in 
the ill humour (ſhe then was. 
Women are the moſt ingenious 
imaginable upon that point, and 
nothing ks ſo cafie for them to 
find as an indiſpoſition, 


The Duke having read theſe 
Letters, asked if there: were none 
tor him z and there was brought 

£0 
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to him a-great Pacquet from-the 
' ſame King,'in which after having 
entertained him with ſeveral at- 
fairs of State, he pray'd him ex- 
treamly not to- detein any longer 
the Queen his Siſter, but to ha- 


- ſten her Voyage as much: as he: 


could, not being able-ro 'affure 
that he could recover his licknels, 
which kept him then in Bed. 
The Duke, who, though theſe 
Letters had not come, had a de- 
ſiga'to return to Ter», for ithe: 
affairs of his State, had quickly 
concluded that it was requiſite 
to depart, to- which the Queen 
did not ſhew the leaſt repug- 
nance, fince her duty ſo much 
obliged her to it. She only de- 
manded two days; to prepare her 
ſelf for it, aſſuring her ſelf that 
after thoſe two- days''it would 
come to two others, that ſome 
new accident would PROT 
CG cr 
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her favour, and that from two 
to two, it would happen, either 
that the King would mend, or 
that her heart would not be ſo 
ſick as to hinder her departure, 
Her imagination already prepared 
her a great divertiſment in learft» 
ing the Count the news of her 
departure, to ſee a little how he 
would receive it, not doubting, 
that if he: had any kindneſs for 
her, it muſt needs appear in that 
occaſion. She deſigned for her 
part to ſhew a great deal of in- 
difference, nay and joy--at it, 
and yet it was difficult enough 
for her, who was not uſed to dil- 
ſembleginfomuch that apprehend- 
ing the being betrayed by her 
lentiments, ſhe fancyed the beſt 
way for her was to write him 
word of it. It was. then late, 
and therefore ſhe waited till the 
next morning. ' At the farne time 
it 


LY 
it was told her there was a Page 
who asked to [peak with her, 
ſhe knew not but that it might 
be from the Count de Saluces ; 
but ſhe was quickly diſabuled, 
when ſhe ſaw the Livery of the 
Couat Palatine, The Page per- 
ſented her this Letter. 

After heving told you, Ma- 
dam, a thouſand times to day, that 
1 die for love of you, will not you 
pardon me if I yet write it. My ſoul 
is ſo charmed with the happineſs 
of having ſeen you, and my paſſion 
is ſo much augmented ſince that 
moment, that I can ſtill tell you as 
news, that 1 love you, without re- 
peating the ſame thing, what a pow- 
er have you, Madam, over 4 he art | 
And what a proſpett ao you ſhew it, 
when it is ſeized by you, Never 
paſſion went |o far as mine z, never 
Prince was ſo much in Love ; but 
that which comforts me, and is the 

19 


(87) 

joy of my love, is, that never Prin- 
ceſs upon the Earth ſo deſerved to 
be beloved as you, The Count 

Palatine. .. | 
The Queen extreamly ſurpri- 
prized, that that Prince writ to 
her ſuch a Letter as this ſhe 
who remembred nothing of 
what he had ſaid to her, fancied 
he raved, and would not ſo much 
as anſwer that Letter, contenting 
. her ſelf with telling the Page 1n 
reforing it him, that his Maſter 
would have done better to have 
gone to Bed, and that he ought 
to think more than once of what 
he did, when he took rhe liberty 
to write to perlons of her rank, 
not to trouble her with ſuch fol- 
lies, The Page was faithtuland 
cquitted himielf exactly in his 
Commiſſion, and repeated word 
by word to his Maſter what the 
Queen ſaid, Never man was 
more our of Countrenance, nor 
| more 
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more afflicted than he : after ha- 
ving had the pleaſure of imagi- 
ning three or four hours together, 
that he was not indifferent to 
one of the faireſt Queens of the 


world, tor ſee himſelt contemned 


to that point, as to be treated 
like a mad man. He could nor 
have believed it, and would 
have hazarded a ſecond Letter, 
if it had not been lo late, but he 
was fully relolved to do it the 
next day. This day was a ſet 
day of Love: for the Queea 
writ to the Count de Salxces, and 
the Princeſs alſo, the Count ae 
Saluces writ to the Princeſs, and 
the Palatine to the Queen, and 
thus all theſe Letters {ucceeded. 
The firſt was that from the 
Queen, ſhe was to act the part of 
one lick that day z as well to 
have an occaſion of writing to 


rhe Count, as by maxime ot the 
world, 
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- world, after the News (he had 


received from Scicily, She had. 
thought of it all the night , and. 
to make a Letter of ten or twelve 
lines, one may ſay, ſhe had for- 
med in her mind wherewtth to 
make fifty, which ſhe at length 
reduced to the words which fol- 
low. | 
when we have once made ac- 
quaintance with perſons who have. 
merited and procured Onur eſteem 


for them, the cuftom of the world. 


will not ſuffer them to part with- 
out taking leave: 1 go away after 
to morrow, my Lord, and if for- 
tune ſhould ever force you to have 
neea of a place of refuge, you 
wil always find one, not perhaps 
axreeable, but ſafe with the Queen 
of Seicily —— 7 would have end- 
ea bere, and I know not why I be- 
2in again : for 1 have nothing to 
{ay to you, adien, my Lora, If 1 

have - 
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have any regret in parting, ; it is 
in not ſeeing you entirely cured of 
your Wonnd, Aaten. 

Although the Queen did not too 
much manage her ſelf in her con- 
duct towards the Count de Salu- 
ces, ſhe would not however have 
had it known that ſhe had writ to 
him, and above all.the Duke her 
Brother, who having had com- 
plaiſance enough thitherto, not 
to condemn her, would have 
perhaps diſapproved it, if he had 
cen that it eeded fo far. 
But that which obliged her ſtill 
more to take meaſures, was Rich- 
«rd, through « hoſe hands her 
Letter muſt needs paſs, and who 
being without doubt gain'd by 
Briſcida, in the Intrigue he (cr- 

- ved for Confident, it was to be 
feared he would not ſerve her as 
ſhe deſired. Inſomuch that ha- 


viog ſtudied. for ſome invention 
to 
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to deceive him, and not- to ha» 
zard any thing with her Brother, 
ſhe bethought her ſelf of having 
one of her Pages dreſt in the Prin- 
celles Livery which was not dif- 
ficult to procure, and having 1in- 

ſtructed him in all things, ſhe ſent 
him to the old Palace, That 
Page being cunning,as are almoſt 
all thoſe of his Character, did not 
fail to go direly to the Count 
de $aluces Apartment, and when 
he was at his Chamber door, to 
know, and ask for Richard. He 
came though he was then buſied 
with the Chyrurgions, who dreſt 
his Maſter, and having immedi- 
ately known the Princeſſes Live- - 
ry, he asked the Page if he had 
any thing to ſay to him, he an- 
ſ[wered, he had a Letter to give 
him from his Miftreſs for the 
Count. Richard took the Letter, 
bid the Page wait a moment, and 
| carried 
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earried it to his Maſter, . to whom 


he whiſper'd in the Ear, not to 


be underſtood by the Chyrurgi- 
ons, that a Page of the Frinceſs 
was at the Door, who had juſt 
given him a Letter from her. 
The Count charmed with the 
goodneſs of Briſeida, having no 
leiſure then to read it, bid his 
Gentleman” of the Horle deliver, 
at the ſame time, that which he 
had prepar'd for that loveiy Prin- 
cels, and to tell the Page, that 
he might retura within an hour, 
to take the an{wer of that he had 
brought. Richard did not fail, and 
the Page return'd to the Queen 
with this Letter. 

1 ſhould be in deſpair, Maaam, 
for having commited the leaſt 
Crime againſt you, but after what 
you have had the goodneſs to write 
fo me, upon 4 | DOTHA Crime ; 


there wants little that I am n0t 
glag 


('93) 
glad to have fail'd aftey that man- 
wer. Be, my Divine Princeſs, 
{till in a little anger, as you are x 
yet if poſfivle, let it not be long, 
for what Charms ſoever you have 
in that State, 1 tremble, and do 
not ſo well reliſh the ſweetneſs, as 
in another, I am-byhalf the bet- 
ter ſince you commenaed it me, 
and to be wholly recovered, there 
wants nothing but ſeeing you, Till 
when muſf 1 wait for my happi- 
neſs? 1 languilh for it 5 and it ts 
at preſent the only ill I need be 
cured of, | | 
The Queen perceived this Let- 
ter - was not addrefled to her , 
and that it was a miſtake that the 
diſguiſe of her Page had cauſed, 
Weread unwillingly that Court- 
ſhip, which-goes not only againſt 
our pretenſions ;, but which de- 
ſtroys all our hopes, andin point 
of love more than in any other 
thing : 


— 
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thing : Thus it cannot be doubt. 
ed, - that the paſſonate Queen, 
with the pleaſure the took in the 
miſtake, had not likewiſe a ſenſi 
ble grief, to [ee things written, wh 
were {0 contrary to her deſires , 
yet the hopes of making uſe of 
them for her reveage, gave her 
ſome litttle comfort. Ic 1s the 
firſt recourſe. of Women, and is 
intftead of all to them, when they 
have loſt all.She did not doubt, but 
that the Letter ſhe had written 
tothe Count, did not undeceive 
him, and put him in mind of the 
faujt he had committed , but ſhe 


did not defign to reſtore it him, 
till after having made uſe of it a- | 


gainſt him. As the was in this 
thought, ſhe was told, that the 
Princeſs was coming to ſee her: 
She entred the Chamber preſent- 


ly- after. Briſeids had already 


learat the news that the Com 
a 
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had rece:v'd from Sicily, and 
had taken that pretext of making 
her a viſit z but that which 
brought her, was to know; it ſhe 
was to depart within- two days, . 
as was reported ; and at which 
ſhe feared to rejoyce too ſoon, 
There paſſed between chem.much 
of ſeeming kindneſs, and leveral 
Compliments, after which they 
came to an ordinary Converlatt- 
on, and fell inſenſibly upon the 
Chapter of the Count' de: Sa/uces, 
for whom the Queen declared to 
have a great deal of eſteem : She 
told the Princeſs, that ſhe. made 
no difficulty-to confeſs 1t to, her, 
becauſe ſhe knew that Prince was 
not indifferent -to hers and that 
belides eſteem, the had yet ſome- 
thing more kind for him; You 
know a great deal of news of my 
Heart, Madam, Briſeids an{wer- 
ed [miling, and perhaps more 
than 


_ (96) 
than I : I conſult it (o ſeldom,that 
Iam almoſt always the laſt, that 
kaows what paſſes in it; fo that 
I can give no poſitive anſwer to 
what you lay of the fentiments [ 
have of the Count ae Saluces, 
That Condud israre, reply'd the 
Queen ſmiling alſo, but howe- 
ver, give me leave to tell you, 
that that Heart you take © 
little care to conſult, has perfe&- 
ly inſtructed you with the Pro- 
greſs that Prince has made 1n it. 
Did the Count tell you this, Ma- 
dam, faid the Princeſs to her? 
May be he did, anſwered the 
Queen, No, no, Madam, re- 
p1y'd immediately the Princeſs, I 

now to whom you owe your 1n- 
formations ; bur it is poſſible to 
be deceived by ſuch Memorials: 
and that Letter ſurpriz'd with 
ſo muchviolence, is but an ill ſe- 


curity of the poſture of my _ 
| 0 
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Do not defend your ſelf ſo much, 
Madam, reply'd the Queen, 1n 
2 truth, which 1s but too well 
known to me, I have noneed of / 
violence to know your ſecrets, 
they are imparted to me withont 
my deſtring it. Will you believe 
ifF let you ſee 1t? then. added 
ſhe, ſhewing her the Letter her. 
Page had brought her, ſee if that 
be not addreſt ro you , and ſay af- 
ter theſe ſecurities, that I am 
grounded upon ill memorials, 
The Princeſs took the Letter, 
knew the hand, faw it was an 
anſwer of thar ſhe had: written to- 
the Count, and did no longer 
doubt after that, but that ſhe was 
betrayed: Yet to examine: -the 
Queens proceedure, ſhe could not 
comprehend by what motive ſhe 
ſhould ſhow-her theCoum's Trea- 
chery ; 'and that if. ſhe was 16 
much in-his —_— as to be made 
2 A 
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a Confident of all the Letters he 

writ to her, what her deſign 

could be, to make her quarrel 

with him. All theſe reaſons were 

[ſtrong enough, to make her re- 
turn a little from the diſorder her 
firſt vexation had caſt her in , and 
opening her Eyes more and more, 
ſhe only ſaw jealouſie in what the 
Queen had told her, and ſuſpedt- 
ed her of ſome new Cheat in this, 
as well as 1a the other Letter, She 
had not yet made her any anſwer 
thereupon, having at firſt been 
hurried away with a thouſand re- 
fleions ſhe made upon that Let- 
ter ; but on a ſudden taking a 
Face more ſerious and- more mo- 
derate,than the Queen expected ; 
The Count, ſaid ſhe to her, writes 
very kindly ; and if I had not been 
touch'd with his merit, I ſhould 
be perhaps with his Letters, ſince 
that you ſay, continued ſhe, _ 
enis 
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this is for me, you will give me 
leave to burn it; for having read ir, 
I havenothing more todo with it, 
The Queen, who could not cppole 
that delign, conſented, and 1t w2s 
burat at the ſame moment. After 

that the Princeſs [p1k2, 'and was 

ali the reſt of the time of that vi- 

fit, with ſo much tranquility and 
ſo little i1] humour,that the Queen 
made this judgment of her, that 
for a young perſon, the was very 
Skillful.in the Art of diſſembling ; 
fince ſhe conld do'it in fo great a 
{ubject of jealouſie. Be 1t as it 


will, ſhe had nor all the pleafure 


ſhe had prepared her {elf for, but 


{aw her go out of her Chamber 


with the ſame joy ſhe was come 
there, 

The Princeſs was hardly at the 
bottom of the Stairs ſhe was to 
paſs, togo to her Apartment, and 
which was a place very obſcure, 
that a Servant without a Livery 

E 3 abording : 
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abording her, gave her a Paper, 
and told her ſoftly, that the 
Count de Saluces ſent her that 
Letter ; but it not being Richard, 
and the diſtruſting her Enemics 
play'd her ſome trick, as they 
dayly endeavoured, ſhe knew 
not it ſhe was to take it, but it 
was to no purpole ſhe ballanced 
upon the point; for the Bearer 
had hardly given it her, but he 
diſappeared; thus ſhe ſaw her ſelf 
forced to keep it, and was no 
ſooner in her Chamber, than that 
ſhe opened it, but it was with 
trembling, and found there thele 
Words. 

I have followed your Counſels, 
Madam, and after having thought 
all the Nieht of what I wrote to you 
yeſterday, I do not ſee, that I have 
committed a preat Crime in wrt 
ting to you how 1 love you, after 
having ſuffered nic to tell it you 4 

hundred 
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hundred times in one afterncen, 
If writing only effenas you in Love, 
I renounce, Madam, all that is 
cal'd Amorons Tickets and Tick- 
ets of Gallantry : Not but that it is 
ſomething very hard, in ſuch a 
Conjuntture of time as this, when 
1 have ſo ſeldom the honour of ſec+ 
ing you, If at leaſt, Madam, 1o- 
{ing on that ſide, you would other- 
wiſe repair it, 1 might be comfort- 
ed, though you are unjuft : But af- 

ter what manner (over it happens, 
it is a great Grace #0 me, that you 

permit me to Love you, and to tell 
it you, and [ promiſe never to write 

it you, if you pleaſe, as long as I 
ltve, 

The Princeſs overioy'd at this 
Letter, which had given her fo 
much fear : - She hop'd -to have 
her revenge on the. Queen 4. to: 
whom ſhe perceiv'd that it was” 
addreſſed, and that the. Bearer 

E 4 who 
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who had given it her, had took 
ber for the Queen. But ſhecould 
not Civine the reaſon why he had 
told her that he came from the 
Count ae $:/uces, The Count 
Palatine, afterthe contempt with 
which the Queen had treated his 
firſt Letter, ſeeing that it was 
an effect of her inconſtancy, ap- 
prehended the would make a. dit- 
ficulty of receiving the ſecond , 
his jealouſie of the Count de $4- 
luces, which had not yet quitted 
him, making him believe, that 
he had contributed to theChange, 
made him hope at the ſame time, 
that in his name it would be bet- 
ter receiv'd: Inſomuch that he 
made uſe of ther aecen, Ofgtt- 
ing his Commiſſioner of that af- 
fair, to withdraw as ſoon as he 
had delivered it. It was. an ho- 
neſt Hizh Dutch Gentleman, who 


tn a place ſomeching obſcure, as 
that 


193”) 
that was, where he met the Prin- 
ceſs, not too well knowing to dis 
ftinguith her 'from the Queen, 
whom he had ſeldom ſeen, was - 
eafily miſtaken in ſeeing her come 
out of that Apartment: Briſezas 
could ndt entirely penetrate into 
the ſubject of that falſe Embally, 
no more than in the underſtand- 
ing the Letter: But was howe- 
ver very glad of the adventure; 
to make a pleaſant uſe of ir, he 
would let the Queen know of i Its: 
and ſent her her Letter with this 
tollowing. 

Secret for Secret,” Madam, and 
Letter for Letter. Deſtin) is ves 
rp capricious to ay, that JoÞ nor 
{can receive any thing of this ua- 
ture, but by indireft ways : Let: 
us treat one another as we would 
be treated : For my part, Þ con- 
+ feſs, [could be very well without © 
| the pleaſure one wonld give mo + 
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in mak tio me 4 Confident ; It ts 
no pleaſure, but a trouble, and 
if - yow are in the ſame ſenti- 
ment, we ſhall not again be in- 
debted to one anether for the like 
Obligations, Brileida of Mont- 
ferrar, 

The Queen having read theſe 
two Letters, was not ſo much 
vexed, alchough ſhe was very 
much, at the Princes inſolence, 
in writing to her a- ſecond time 
after that manner, as ſhe was in 
deſpair, that thoſe follies had pal 
{ed through the Princeſſes Hands, 
who mighc believe they had ſome 
ground , bur that which ſtill put 
her moſt in pain, was, the. be- 
lief that it was poſſible, thatthat 


Prince had made her his Conh- 


dent, to laugh at her together 
and if it was not fo, as it was 
ſomething improbable, by what 
means could the have _ 

taat 
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that Letter, to revenge her ſelf 
{0 opportunely : during all this 
trouble, which was but too great 
to her, ſhe was told that the Gen- 
tleman of the Horſe of the Count 
de Saluces as'd to ſpeak whh her : 
Richard had leave to enter, and 
preſented tothe Queen a Letter 
from his Maſter, wherein the 
Count, after having declared the 
extreamregret he had,innor being 
in 2 condition to accompany her, 
and to render her at leaft his De- 
vcires, before ſhe departed ; he 
prayed her very inſtantly to ferd 
him back a Letter, that the Gen- 
tleman of the Horle had given by 
mitake to her Page, Of the hu- 
mour the Queen was then, the 
did not find that Letter kind e- 
nough for her ; nay not Civil e- 
nough to oblige herto draw him 
out of the pain, the perceiv'd he 


was itt for that Letter; and told 
Richard 


| ( 106 ) 
Richard for an{wer, that he had 
only to tell his Matter, that ſhe 
had no longer his Letter, and 
that he mighc go ask. it of the 
Princels, who would give him 
better reaſons than ſhe. - Richard 
caſt himfſelt at her Knees, and 
pray'd her, with tears 1n his Eyes, 
ratherto put him to Death, than 
to ſend him back without thatLet- 
ter :- that his Maſter not beliey- 
ing the diſguiſe nor deceit of the 
Page, was in {uch a rage againſt 
him, that he durit not appear a- 
g4in 1n his preſence ; nay, that 
he fear'd, that the fury he was in 
upon this Subjet , his Diſeaſe 
might grow worle, and that he 
would be more ſick than ever. 
The Queen who was a tender and 
ſweet Princeſs, mov'd with Rich- 
ards tears, More than with all he 
told her of the rage of his Maſter, 
did ſor his ſake write to his Ma- 
ſer, 
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fier, and ſent him this Letter. 


1t was wot neceſſary to anfwer 


_— k 


your Letter ; but I pity poor Rich- 
ard, who was not reſponſable for 


the trick my Page play d him ; par- 


don him for my ſake. Tour Letter 
was burnt by the hands of a Fud?, 
whom you dare not, I believe, com- 
plain of, nay nor appeal from the 
reaſon of that ait of Fuſtice ; 1 
know not, if 1 have contributed 
towaras it, it was without deſign: 
Perhaps they would give me my re- 
venge, but they are not my Friends 
enough to believe that. Adien: 
if Iam better this Evening, per- 
haps 1 will ſee you for the laſt 
F180, 

The Queen told Richard, that 
that Letter would make his peace, 


or at leaſt it would ſo ' well juſtt- 


fie him'with his Maſter, that he 
ſhould have nothing more to ſay 
to him, The honeſt Gentleman 

of 
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of the Horie relying on the 
Queens words, return'd ſome. 
thing comforted to his Maſter, 
to whom he preſented that Ler- 
ter, which far from appeaſing 
him, put him in a greater fury 
than ever; for that the Queen 
writ him word, that his Letter 
had been burnt. He knew her 
Spiru, and fear'd the had ſerv'd 
him {ome trick with the Princeſs, 
to whomhe ſaw thatthat name of 
Fudge was addreſſed : there,therc- 
upon paffed a hundred terrible 
1magtnations inhismind, and had 
no reſt, till he had fent Richard 
tothe Rendezvouz of the Park 
with this Letter. 

1 aye, Madam, tf you de not 
pardon we the ratsfortune thit is 
happend, through the imprudence 
of my Gentleman of the Horſe, 

o gave this morning a Letter 
7 wrote ts you, #0 one of the Queens 
Pages 


o 
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Pages, who had taken your Livery 
to deceive him, I am informed 
that that Letter has been burnt, 
Alas! what crime had it commit» 
ea! 
ſillineſs of my Man, and muſt 1 
be doubly unhappy? Do me more 
Fuſtice, incomparable Princeſs , 
and at leaſt let me know, that 1 
have ws part in that puniſhment, 
I have ſuffered enough, though 1 


am innocent; aud you canner pun- 


iſh me any more without putting © 


me to Death, 


Richard went to the Park, and 


waited there very long, and to 
no purpoſe, for the Perſons who 
were tO come thither ; at which 


his Maſter not ſeeing him return, - 


grew impatient, at leaſt as much 
as he, At length-it was fo late, 


that neither the Pcincefs, nor Do- | 


riſe coald come thithers and he 
returned to the Palace to _ 


it be an(werable for the 
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that 11] news to his Maſter, who- 
ſuffering himſelf ro be tranſpor- 
ted with grief and affliction drew 
_ tears from poor Rzchard, jult as 
he was told, that a young man 
ask'd to ſpeak with him :he went 
to ſee who it was, and found 
that it was Doriſa in Boys 
Cloaths, whom he would not 
have known, had not ſhe de- 
clared her ſelf to'' him, She 
would | not ſtay, for fear of 
ſome misfortune, - and bid him 
only be at one of the Clock in 
the Night in a Chamber ſhe thew- 
ed him, and where ſhe would 
waitto ſpeak with him. Richard 
gave her the Letter he had for 
her Miſtreſs, and let her go, that 
he mighr- preſently carry that 
news to his Maſter, which though 
it had- aothing- "extraordinary; 
would almoſt reftorethim his Life, 
and to Rizhard the Joy he had 
loſt. | A. 
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A little: time after the Queen 


' -came, who fell a Rallying the 


eee A 


Count upon the Letter ſhe had - 
leen, and at the rage his Gentle- 
manof the Horle had told her he 
was in, That Prince not having 
his mind then enough at eaſe, to 
come to raillery, as the Queen 
did, defended himſelf fo 11l, that 
ſhe told him he rated her pity 
and that the adventure of that 
Letter had ſo diſturbed his wit, 
that he had none left : adding to 
that, that ſhe would not bid him 
adiev thar evening, as ſhe had re- 
ſolved ; fince he was in ſo ill a 
humour , and that he ſhould pre- 
pare himſelf for the -next day, 
that ſhe might (ee him Kind and 
[enſiblezat leaft for that day. She 
quitted him after theſe words, 


b and left him leſs ſatisfied with 


| himſelf than ſhe was. But the 


care of ſending Richard to the 
mid- 


) 
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mid-night Rendezvouz, having 
ſucceeded to that vexation, gave 
him other Idea's much more im- 
portant than thoſe. The time 
approached, and Richard prepared 
himſelfto go to that Chamber, 
where he found Doriſa, who told 
him, that it being reported to the 
Marqueſs, that one 'of the Prin- 
ceſles Pages had entred into his 
Maſters Anartment in the mor- 
ning,and had given him a Letter, 
to deliver him, that buſineſs had 
made a note, and that though 
the Princeis had juſtified her ſelf 
enough, and that it was found it 
was the Queen, who had made 
uſe of that Livery, to dreſs one 
of her P:=-c. The Princels had 
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been forbid the ſpeaking with 
afy of the Princes people, nor to 
_ ſuffer that any of hers had com- 
merce with them. Richard then 
related to her, what had happened 
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to him upon the miſtake of that 
Letter and the deceit of the Page. 


| After which having given one 
| another \{igns and addrefles, not 


to fall again into the like incon- 


| veniencies, Doriſa gave him a 
| Letter for his Maſter, and told 
| him that he mighr return the 


next day at the ſame hour. &sch- 
ard very well ſatisfied with this 
negotiation, which would ſo 
well reconcile him with his Ma- 


ſter, returned immediately to 


him, and-told him why the Prin- 
cels and Doriſa went not to the 
Park, and what the Marqueſs had 

forbid them, as alſo the conſe- 
quence his Letter had had in the 
Queens hands; and in fine all 
that _ had told him. -But 
1s concluſion was the Letter, 


| which the Count opened with a 
| great deal of joy after the aflu- 


rances of eſteem,;that Rzch27d had 
brought 
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brought from the Princeſle's part, 


It contained theſe words. 
Do mot trouble your ſelf, my 
Loyd, if the Queen perſuades you 
ro more than ſhe does me, you will 
never have reaſon for any «iſquiet, 
She bad like to have ſurpriz*'d me 
with:that Letter, 1 confeſs, though 
I miſtruſted her before , but ſhe 
was not cunning enough to miin- 
tain what ſhe had but too well be- 
gun. Hey (ſpleen betrayed her, and 
ſhe did not appear exough difinter- 
reſſed to make me believe what ſhe 
fold me, Aflitt not your ſelf at 
the fate of your Letter : I will not 
keep any thing that ſhall paſs 
throngh the hands of | my Enemits, 
for fear it be infeitions, Take care 
of your ſelf only, but if it is true 
that they are to depart, 1 pity you, 
You loſe in the Queen a perſon who 
much eſieemed you, and who if it 
may be ſaid, merited Adien. 
You 


SAGE 
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You know perhaps better than 1 
what jhe meritea, | 

The Letters of that charming 


| Princeſs gave admiration to the 
| Count, as they filled him with 


Love, He only wiſhed: to be 
cured, that he might have the 
happineſs of (eeing her, for which 
he impatiently long'd. In the 
mean time he: clearly ſaw, that 
all things diſpoſed themſelves to 
be contrary to him, The Queen 
was departing and could no long- 
e&r ſerve him for pretext; The 
Marqueſs had changed his ſenti- 
ments of him, and was jealous in 
regard of the Princeſs,Love alane 
was for him z but it was enough, 
for a Lover of his make, not to 
deſpair of any thing z and afſu- 
red as he was of the Princeſfles 
eſteem, there was not only :any 
obſtacle but he: belteyed he:could 
ſurmount, but alſo no Enchant- 

ment, 
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ment, that he did not hope to put 
an end to, 
- This being the laſt day that 
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the Queen was to paſs at Caral, 
ſhe was no ſooner viſible, than 
that there were people in her | 
Chamber, and ſhe. paſſed the 8 
greateſt part of it in receiving | 
the Compliments of the moſt F| 
conſiderable Perſons of that | 
Court. The Palatin, who had | 
yet only walked in his Chamber, 
went out that day, to go render 
his devoires to the fair Queen, He 
was ſtill fo pale and fo weak, that 
ſhe could not ſee him without ha- 
ving pity, and could not con- 
tinue in her reſentment againſt 
him. Bus yet, as ſhe could not 
diſpence her ſelf from telling him 
the reaſon the had to be angry 
with him, ſhe was willing 'to do- 
it with-the moſt moderation and 
the molt ſweetneſs ſhe could ; 


and 
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| and drawing him aſide : My Lord, 


| 
| 
| 


: 


ſaid ſhe to him, you have not at 
all conſider'd me, in writing t0 
me the follies you did. I know 
not by what hazard they fell 
into the Princeſſes hands, whe- 
ther it was you or Fortune that 
did thus play upon me z but I 
ſhall tell you, that_it was from 
her Ireceiv'd the laſt Letrer you 
wrote to me. . Thereupon the 
Count would have interrupted 
her, and have juſtified himſelf 
of a misfortune, he could not 
comprehend ; but the Queen 
told him, that it was not. necel- 
ſary z that ſhe would believe of it 
all that he would, and that in 
the condition ſhe ſaw him, and 
upon the point of departing, ſhe 
was Willing to pardon him what 
had paſſed, provided that for the 
future he was more rational, 
and that he did not imagin ſhe 

could 
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could love him : Not but thathe © 
had a great deal of merit, and I " 
that ſhe found not in him, as ma. | © 
ny fine Qualities, as could be de- £ © 
fired in a Prince ; but withal! l 
that ſhe counlelled him as a good t 
Friend, to undeceive himſelf, F 
and to make uſe of her lincerity , 4 
that if hereſteem and her Friend- " 

n 


ſhip, which were two things 


which depended on her, had \ 
wherewith'to content him, that tl 
ſhe would not refuſe them him , tt 
but it was requiſite he thereto , : 


regulated himſelf, and that . he 
ask*'dno more, becauſe the could Pe 


alſo give no more, The fair " 
Queen accompanied all this dil- du 
courſe, with certain manners fo tl 
Charming and fo Natural to her, 2 


that though that unhappy Prince 

found only poyſon in his Herr, - 

inall ſhe had ſaid to him; it he 

was ſo well ſeaſon'd, that he g 
could 


WE 1. +, 

could not;hold from. [wallowing 
it without complaining, Their 
Canyerſation was not long, be- 
cauſe ghar, People coming incel- 
ſantly, and that it was requilite 
that the Queen render'd ſome Ci- 
vility co:each one 1a particular , 
they were ſeveral times interrup- 
ted, - and the Count ſeeing it was 
no fit hour for him, retir'd. The 
Marqueſs came afterwards with 
the Face of an afflicted Man, and 
the Heart of one 1n diſpair, The 
Queen told him almoſt the ſame 
thing ſhe had done to the Count 
Palatin, but his paſhon had made 
too much way, to. be able to re- 
duce'it to thoſe-terms z he ſaid a 
thouſand extravagancies to the 
Queen, which would have made 
her laugh had ſhe not pitied him, 
He pray'd her to, grant ſtill two 
days,: t0-be able,to reſolve. to_ſee 
ber depart, . or. otherwiſe . he 
F ſhould 
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ſhould die of regrer. The Queea, 
| who was overjoy'd at that propo- 
ſition, made ſhow of being touch'd 
with ſome conſideration for him, 
and bid him endeavour to obtain 
it from the Duke her Brother , 
and engage him to ſpeak to her 
of it, and that ſhe would = 
make very great © difficult 
grant it. The Marqueſs le as 
o endeavour to bring this to 
, hoping already to have 
pain' his main point, ſince he 

ad the Queen on E is fide. She 
was no ſooner freed from all the 
great people, than that ſhe went 
to ſpend the reſt of the day with 
the Count de Salvces, Well! 
Count, ſaid ſhe to him, as ſhe 
enter'd his Chamber, if Love had 
united us, we ſhould have a great 
deal to ſuffer this day that Fate is 
going to part us, Having had 
honour to know a Princeſs « 
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ſo extraordinary a merit as you 
are, Madam, anſwered the Count, 
It is impoſhble I can part from 
you without regret. What re- 
gret ſhould. you have, replyed 
the, I leave you with fo beauti- 
ful a perſon, whom you love, and 
who loves youy it would injure 
her, to have any regret for any 0- 
ther than for her. I do nat be- 
lieve, Madam, replyed the Count, 
that! what I Be feel or. you as | 
| this parting, has any thing. con- 
A hw, Fay gy wes 
more clearly, Count, faid the a- 
gain to. him, this. cannot 
longer be of Conſequence : 
| am to depart to, morrow z 
and perhaps I ſhall not fee you 
again as long as I live: have 
you had any. ſentiment of kind 
neſs for me? and after Briſcids, 
s there any - have morg 
conlider'd than me? No certain- 

F 2 ly, 
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ly, Madam, anſwered the Count, 
and moreover I ſwear to you, 
that I believe that if I had ſeen 
you before the Princeſs, I ſhould 
have had for you the Sentiments I 
have for her,and for her thoſe that 
Ihave for you.If Thad two hearts, 
they would be eafy to be ſhared , 


yet having but one, and' having 


given It before 1-had ſeen you, 


you have no reaſon to complain. 
You belieye-ir, Count; replyed 
the Queen, but you are miſtaken, 
we never doour ſelves juſtice in 
that point: 'We would have me- 
rit have the better, and we al- 
ways fancy to merit more than 
others, Beit as it will, Prince, 
Ilove you, it 1s no ſecret to you 
but I tell you moreover, that | 
love you more, 'than. you love 
me : I am out of Countenance 
Idoſo ; and to repair it, I pretend 
that you ſhould love me; at leaft 

as 
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as much. If you will not indea- 
vour it ;. and that you ſhould fear 
to commit a perfidy to. your fair 
Priaceſs, I will do it for you: I 
have a long time known the way, 
that is to be taken to touch 
Hearts z and I will be very un- 
lucky , if I compaſs not yours 
lam. to depart: to morrow ;. . but. 
| ſhall eaſily find ſome excuſe to 
hinder it. Reckon this ſtill for 
ſomething, for it is only for. the 
love of you... Adieu, and if pofli- 
ble, think natfo much of Briſeide; 
that you donot: rememiber /me: a 
little. Afﬀeer that the fair Queen 
left him, more touched with her 
charming way of doingandſpeak- 
ing than he had ever been.” But 
Briſesda however triumphed: Rill: 
Richard went to the Rendezvouz 
with a Letter; he found Doriſe 
there and brought back another, 
which ruined, all that the Queen 
F 2 had. 
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had advanced that Evening, nay, 
and made him repent of all the 
obliging things he had ſaid to her, 
which ſerved, as Rampards a- 
gainſt the arttaques, with which 

ſhe had threatned his Heart. 
TheMarquels had given ſo many 
reafons, and ſhewed- ſo many'pre- 
tences tothe Duke of Sevy,;that 
he had at length obtained ofhim, 
that ifthe Queen would yer defer 
her departure for two days,which 
were to be paſſed in Balls,in Feafts 
& ſuch other like Divertiſements, 
which had 'been:intercupted fince 
the quarrel of the two . Princes, 
' Which wereto begin with a Ball. 
The Duke, at the Queens deſire, 
would have it in hisAparcment ; 
to the endthat Count de Salxces, 
whorbegun to riſe, might -have 
part of the Divertifement but 


as the Count Palatin,who went a- 
broad 
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broad already, was likewiſe tobe 
there, it was thought. conveni- 
ent, to make them (ee one ano- 
ther firſt:the morning was choſen 
for that interview ; and it paſled 
with ſo many Teſtimonies of 
Friendſhip and Civilty on both 
fides, that it was not doubted 
bur'that they were really reconct- 
led: The pleafures that the 
Count de Saluces had by the 

ueens departure - being defer- 

, "was, that it- procured him 
by 'the' means of the Ball, the 
happineſs of ſeeing che Princeſs. 
ew 1m 0mm, ty him of is by 
the Queen her ſelf, who ſeat him 
this Letter, | 

The Ball will be ts day in your 
Apartment : 1 have thus deſired 
it for your Divertiſement. # will 
perhaps coſt we dear ,, but it mat- 
rers wot. You will ſee' the Princeſs 
there, who apparently longs for «: 
F 4. ſight. 
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fipht of you. Fudge after this, 
if I am not extreamly your Friend, 
fince T betray my ſelf for the lour'of 
you, Reckon at leaſt this vblig ation 
for ſomething, and if poſſible, mak 
me not repent. k 

The Count made her an an{wer 
which was no lefs Gallant. Ie had 
been perhaps as kind, ſo 'ſenfiblt 
was he to this Teſtimony, of her 
goodneſs , but that he appreher- 
dedtheconfequentes; -andknow- 
ing the Queens'Spifit, who per. 
haps only writ to hit ſo -obliging- 
ly to have his' anſwer the fame, 
that ſhe 'might ' afterwards ſhew 
4ti the- Princeſs '-at the Ball } :he 
kept himſelf purely .withit- he 
limits. of Civility 'and\'of Gatlan- 
try. The Queen was not ſo malis/- 
ous as he imagined, ſhe: had not 
that deſign ; and if ſhe -had-only 
ſhewn' the Hand to Briſeida,it had 
been enough to have put her\m 

pain z 
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paing | but ſhe would manage 
her felf better with nm, and” 
make uſe .of ways more gentle 
and more delicate to take 
him from the Princeſs; The 
Prince prepared himſelf: all * the 
morning, for the happineſs he'ex- 
pected 1n ſecing:her, and his joy' 
was ſogreat, that it advanced his 
Health more in a moment, than- 
all the Remidies and all the good 
Treatments he had. The time 
appeared to hum very long-z but: 
in fine, the Ball began, and Br&- 
ſcida appeard there with all the- 
luſtre of an Apri/ Sun. There: 
was ſeen in her, more than ordi-- 
nary, a certain langutſhing in her- 
Face, which the was not uſed: to + 
| have, which was. a new ray of; 
Beauty in-her, which:agreeably- 
ſurpriz'd alk people. . The amo-- 
rous Count was infinitely Charm-+ 
&>d ; and if che hopes of feeing her: 
F 5. had : 
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had advanced his Health, the 

tranſports a ſight fo deſired gave 
him, much leflened it, He could 
not bear the Exceſs , he fell into 
a fainting, and was therefore laid 
upon his Bed. The common O- 
Pinion was, that it was the effet 
of too much Air, and that he 
ought to take more care of him- 
ſelt, But perhaps, thoſe that 
were interrefled did not make 


the ſame judgment: The Queen, 


however, didnot attribute it to 


her (elf, no more .than the Prin- 


ceſs ; the choſe rather to believe, 
as others did, that he was not 
yet well enough to go out of his 
Chamber ; ſhe had cans it, and 
therefore-had all imaginable re- 
gret, The Ball was hardly ended, 


that ſhe entred his Chamber, and | 
made him. excuſes ſo tender, and 


ſo obliging, that norwithſtand- 


ng Ay the Charms of Br ifeidz, by 
which 
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which the Count had juſt amo® 
been reduced to Death ; he could: 
not help from being touched, and: 
he parred from- him. very well. 
latisfh'd.. 

The hour approached , that 
Richard: was to go meet. Doriſz.. 
HisMaſter ſent him to theRendez- 
vouz with: this Letter. for. the: 
Princeſs. 

How dangerous are you tobe ſeen: 
too lovely Princeſs, after having: 
been jome time without that hap- 
pineſs, It had like to have coſt me- 
my Life z, tooheppy if I'was to dye 
in loving you, it might be that 
Drath:: The too _ Foy Thad at: 
firſt, deprived me of the pleaſure: 
« enmoyng it longer. If you uſe me: 
it by degrees, I ſhould not be. 
ſvjer to theſe ſurprizing effeits. uy " 
your Charms. It was the Ball whic 
procured me that Felicity; Shall 


{not once owe it to you your- ſelf - 
1.9%; 
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Tou ſee, ' Madam, what. theſe long 
abſences cauſe me, fear for me, 
if they ao nothing mupon you, 
If you would not loſe me whes I find 
you, there neeas only to ſee you oft- 
ner, and if you are, not indifferent 
#0 what belongs to. you,yor ought by 
| Phat reaſon to have acare of myLife, 
. Richard not only found Doriſ« 
in that Chamber, but the. Prin- 
cels likewiſe, who muchin pain 
for the Count's Health, after the 
accident which had happened to 
him, was come her ſelf to learn 
the news, with diſquiets, and 
ſentiments ſo tender, that Richard 
had wherewith to make a Char- 
ming recital to his Maſter. She 
queſtioned him about a thouſand 
things, to which he made ſuch 
anſwer as {he defired, and the 
ſent him back but as late as was 
pollible, fo much pleaſure ihe 
rook- in dilcourſing with him. 
The Count was in pain ; and al- 
ready 
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ready-fancied,. that he had been 
{(urprized with Dorije, but he 
ſaw him preſently return with a 
joy, which cauſed him to have 
the like, It was the cuſtom of 
that Prince to obſerve him, as he 
entred the Chamber, to ſee by his 
meen ; if he had any good news 
to tell him. Richard had in effec 
wherewith to make him rejoyce, 
and charmed him fo much. by, all 
he told him, that there. were 
things, the Count made him re- 
peat five or ix times with an ex- 
tream pleaſure, and paſled one 
part of the Night in that, with- 
out being incommoded; there 
was alſo a Letter at the end of this 
Charmiog Relation, and it was in 
we 44 bink of = 

what do you thin 328 71.5 
ſight ? Do Fra Fd Ford fo liz 
tle part inyour Life, that 1 ſhould 
wot be rroabled with theſe aceh- 

| dewts?. 
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tents ?. Adien: Manage your. ſelf 
better another time, and if not 
for the lowe of your (elf, let ut be 
at leaſt for the love of me, 

The Count hardly flept the reſt 
of that Night , but his Heart was 
ſocontented,that this far from ha-- 
ving. anill effe&t upon himyhe ap- 
peared the next day more freſh, 
and ina betterState,than the acci- 
dent which had happened the day 
before did permit to have been: 
hoped: The Marqueſs gave,that 
Afternoon, ſo ſplendid a Feeft to 
the Queen, that Hiftory has made 
mention of #. It was not 2 
Princes liberality, it was a Lovers 

igality, which was obſerved 
the very kaſtthings. TheQueen- 
however rook not much pleaſure 
mit , and: made no great value 
nt de Salnces im Ihermand, 


and {apguiſhed in all plaes,where 
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ſhe did not ſee him. It was for 
him alone, that ſhe grieved to- 
depart the next day , ſhe had fill 
a thouſand things ro ſay to him. 
All this put her out of humour ,. 
and ſhe was. but little. oblig'd to. 
him, who gave her this fine feaft.. 
Did not-the Marqueſs well em- 
ploy his cares and his expences ? 
All this Divertiſement ended: 
ſoogerthan it would have done; 
tor the Queens ſake, who could- 
not at lengthhold. from ſhewing 
that ſhe was weary. Thoſe who. 
were complaiſant towards her, 
attributed that uneaſine(s to the 
Condition ſhe kaew the King of 
Sicily was in. The Marqueſs who 
was one of thoſe indulgent men, 
was the firſt that made her Com- 
pliments of Conſolation upon 
the prief the to have, and 
told her ſhe ought not to be af-. 
titted; that the would receive - 
18 without 
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. without doubt news upon the 
way, that he grew better, From 
thence he paſſed to his own ills, 
alluring ber, that if any one was 
to-be pitied, it was he, who ſaw 
himſelf at the Eve of the greateſt 
misfortune that could ever hap- 
pen to him, and to loſe all he had 
moſt dear in the World. 

The Queen though in a time 
ſomething improper, to receive 
agreeably all this diſcourſe, was 
too littleinclined to be angry,that 
ſhe ſuflered it all at length, but it 
1s true, that ſhe made him no an- 
ſwer, which had been-enough to 
have puniſhed any other Lover 
than the Marqueſs, He accom- 
companied, or rather followed. 
her to the Count's Chamber, and 
as if he had deſigned to make her 
mad that day, he quitted her not, 
but kept cloſe, as long as the ftay- 


ed there, inſomuch that the. 


Queen 
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Queen to ſhake him off, took her 
leave of the Count, and: with- 
drew into; her Apartment, .where 
the amourous Marquels. ſtill cor- 
tured her with his courtſhip and 
- tranſports. well, wy Lord, ſaid 

ſhe to him; at length, have y0u 
fail to\me all 908 have toſpy?, 
know that you. loue pue ;_ 1 ſee 108 
are. grieved . for--my: departure, I 
mo Jou will ſuffer 4 great deal 
wy 4b ſemce. But in fine heres 
thin of the, Romer 1. mi} der 
pare as. og L+—>5iAb.Madam,;] 
kndpw!it but.-tog; l: -interrupt- 
ed-he her with..a paſſionate Air. 
I: is ſufficient, ;I muſt; dye, this 


gays} Ab-1. for. ping, rele 


the-Queen y:nat 


bei abc tO 

hold oy laughing, jy Mi of you 
it may not be jn_ my Chamber, 
and if poſſible not till I ara gone. 
The Queen's laughing and an- 
wen caſt the, poor Layer into 
ſuch 
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ſuch deſpair, that ſhe was afraid, 
and faida thouſand kind things to 
him, to repair that raillery, and 
ſomething to ſettle his mind; nay 
& affured him, that he was one of 
the men of the world, ſhe eſteem- 
ed the moſt, and that the found 
him the moſt worthy of her 
friendſhip. This was 'no 
means to cure him ; but it help- 
ed her to be the ſooner rid of 
him, which was all the defired 
he was'no fooner gone, 'thawthar 
the Queen'called for Fas, and 
fell a laughing as foon as the ſaw 
her, 1 have commirted a 
_ many follics in this Court, Plis 
faid ſhe to her ; but this being 
the laſt day, I muſt commur one 
more ; and I Km you to be 
of the . That inſupport+- 
ble Manguck had like rnd 
made me loſe my wits to day, - 
He gave me not one moment of 
liberty :. 
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liberty : he followed me every 
where, ro the very Chamber of 
the Count de Salnces, ro whom 
you may imagine that before 
ſuch a Witnels as that Icould not 
ſay one word, In a word, though 
| was forced to go fromithence, 
though I came hither, that 1 let 
bim fay all chat he would, yet 1 
could hardly getrid of .hmnn. 'My 
God, a dozen ſuch Lovers as he 
in the world, would make all 
Women that love, renounce 
their Gallants, :That 3s inot all, 
Imuſtbid farewel tothe Count: 
it is the faft time T'fhall'fee him, 
perhaps in all my life z and 1 
cannot -part afrer that faſhion. 
Shall we-:depart (o early Madam, 
anſwered Fats, and that ——— 
Ah, my 'God ! interrupted the 
Queen, fot a Maid of :fenſe, how 
little thou .comprehendeft what 
| mean. Thou haſt never loved, 
and 
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and I pardon thee. Would'ſt 
thou, continued ſhe, that to mor- 
row morning I ſhould bid him 
farewel before all the: world ? A 
tender farewel, and between two 
perſons who hate not one ano- 
ther, is it made after this manner ? 
Let us not reaſon fo much : thou 
art an innocent in' that matter, 
find only ſome invention, that we 
may immediately, without being 
known by any body, go ſee the 
Count de Saluces in his Cham- 
ber, for it is already late.: I am 
but juſt come from: thence, and 
this might cauſe diſcourſe. Fu- 
{iz told her, that without dre(- 
ſing themſelves in mens cloaths, 
the ſaw no other diſguiſe to take. 
I had already thought of it, an- 
ſwered, the Queen, and I am o- 
ver-joyed that your optnion 15 the 
ſame with mine. They quickly 
found. what was neceſſary, and 
un being 
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| being dreſt under pretext of a rail- 
lery, they: would make. to the 
Duke of Savoy, Our two fair 
Adventureſles went to theCount's 
Apartment, and entred into, kis 
very Chamber, without meeting 
with any of his ' people ; bur 
without finding: the Maſter alſo, 
and that was the worſt of the ad- 
venture. The Queen much ſur- 
prized -at the \ eclipſe of a ſick 
. man, 'who ' the* day: before: had 
fainted away, was 1n the greateſt 
= poſſible: to * imagine where 
ecould be gone. Jealouſie im- 
mediately: ſe1z'd her, and ſhe fan- 
cied he was' with the Princeſs. 
Then troubles and difquiets tor- 
mented her, and ſhe went to ſeek 
for him 1n Briſeida's Apartment: 
It was to no purpole Fuli4 repre- 
ſented to: her, to-what they ex- 
j poſed themſelves;' ſhe had ahun- 
{ dred reafons ready to make = 
| CC 
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ſee that ſhe riſqued- nothing, and 
that chey might ſtill make their 
equipping pals for a jeſt. They 
came at length to the Princelſles, 
where having immediately found 
z Page, Ful:a asked him if they 
could not ſpeak to his: Miſtrels, 
this Page anſwered that the was 
not within, but was gone to the 
Marqueſſe's : thus their viſie was 
at an end, Ah F«/is / (aid the 
Queen to her, as ſoon as they 
were got out of that Apartmear, 
y fu 


i{pitions are but too true, 
They are certainly together , for 
what reaſon ſhould the Princeſs 
have to. be at this hour with: her 
Father , fhe is with the Count de 
Szlaces , and that Prince in the 
condition he 1s cannot be out. of 
the Palace. They are hid in 
ſome place : and-I would gladly 
bave the pleaſure 'of ſurprizing 


them. Come let us ſearch for 


them, 
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them, perhaps we ſhall find them, 
It was. nor only raſhnelſs, but fol- 
ly for zxwo: Women to go alone, 
eſpecially of the Queens quality, 
and run up and down ſuch a Pa- 
lace as that in the Night, bur it 
was a great, preſumption to hope 
to find them, they who had ne- 
ver {cen halfof the Apartments, 
and who knew not either the 
paſſages, the entrances, or the go- 

ings out. But Love 1s a 
which reaſons . upon nothing : 
who blindly follows all his = 
ſires: and the Queen who only 
took his counſels, could not be 
too wiſely conducted. Thus our 
two Heroines , newly made 
Knights of that Palace, as Veſſels 
ia the middle of the Sea, without 
Sails or Rudder, floating as the 
Winds drove them, ſometimes 
on: one fide, and then again on 
| cacr 
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ther they went.- ' The leaft light 
mide them: afraid; and 'yer the 
delired to' Tee all, '/ Durinp! ; 
this time the happy Count ie" $4 
tuces injoy'd,' free from: all ſtorms, 
the' moſt lovely calm he had ever ' 
taſted,” in” all His lite.,--'He had 
made reflexion all the/night'! be- | 
fore of. Richards happineſs,” who c 
had met the Princeſs at that Ren- ; 
dezyouz, and as if he had carryed h 
his fortune, he would a thouſand , 
_ times have defired that! evening . 
to have been Richard. - That de- h 
fire inſpired him with deſigns, y 
which pleaſed him, and which 
appeared torhim too eafie and too # 
adyantageous not to-put themin Y 
execution, He _ communicated F , 
them to Richard, without whoſe a 
advice he did not anything, He FF - 
told him, that burning with a þ 
deſire co" ſee. and (peak 40 the 
Priticels; he did' nor believEthere - | ,* 

Was 
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was any danger to be run either 
for him or for her,for him to goto 
that Chamberzthat he knew very 
well, that it would ſurprize her 
that thoſe Graces were not asked 
but when one has a mind to be 
refuſed; that Briſeias was ſo nice, 
that he could never hope the like 
from her,if he took 1t not withour 
telling her ; and that ſhe would 
however pardon 1t him. Richard 
the moſt complaiſant 'of all men, 
and who in the diſpoſition he . 
had ſeen the Princeſs tor his Ma- 
ſter,-did not doubt bur that the 
would be glad to ſee him, and 
believed if he had ſtrength to'go 
thither, rhey might hazard the 
buſineſs. The Count © would 
immediately thew that he was 
ſtronger than he really was, and 
It 1s true, that Love 1s an admi- 
F rable God, He ſeemed_never to 
4 have had any hurt, aid Richard 
G Was 
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was aſtoniſhed, and at the ſame 
time over-joyed to ſee him fo 
ftrong. He told him however 
that he rejoyced perhaps a little 
too ſoon, and that becauſe the 
Princeſs went once to the Ren. 
dezvouz, it did not follow ſhe 
ſhould come every day. But the 
Count comforted himſelf in that 
he ſhould however find Doriſa, 
with whom he ſhould have the 
pleaſure of talking of their Mi. 
ſtreſs, and to ask her a thouſand 
queſtions, which would be in 
Lieu” of ſome happineſs, when he 
had learn'd them : the hour at 
length came, that they were to 
go ; thatis to ſay, a moment at- 
ter the Queen and the Marqueſs 
were gone from his Chamber ; 
and having taken a Cloak as well 
to keep the air from him, as to 


be leſs known, he followed Rich- } 


«rd, who conducted him to that 
Chamber. 
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Chamber. It was ſomething far 
for a ſick man that- could hardly 
&0 ; but he did not -1o much-as 
take notice of the way, but walk- 
ed afrer the- rate of a: man in 
health. He- found no weakaels 
till he was at' the door : -his 
heart began to tremble, and'l be- 


lieve he would not ' have-dared 


to knock, if Richard who knew 
not- the trouble nor the fear that 
there was 1a -tiis Soul; had- not 
giver himſelf the trouble, Ir 
was opened to themimmediately, 
and they found with: Doriſa the 
Princeſs, who furprized. at firſt 
to ſee another man with' Richard, 
would: have run 'away,.;but the 
Count ſtopped her in quitting, his 
Cloak, Ah my Lord! :What do 
you do? As ſoon as. ſhe knew 
him, you. kill your. ſelf,” and-you 
y ruin-me, Theſe: words did: a- 
{toniſh in ſuch a-manner.the poor 
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Prince that he knew .not what 
to an{wer, and caſt himſelf at her 
knees to ask her pardon , but the 
Princels, who apprehended ex- 
treamly to ſee him in that potture 
fince the Duel, that he fainted in 
her -arms for ' the ſame ſubjec, 
pray'd him to rife, and afterwards 
commanded him to fit down , to 
which that Prince obeyed with- 
out making it to be repeated, be- 
ing no longer able to ſtand. 'Rich- 
ard was returned for fear that if 
his Maſter was asked for, he 
might ſay he was aſleep, or that 
he was not to be ſpoken with, It 
was it that interval of time, that 
the Queen and F#/is had been 
1n the Count's Chamber,and that 
they had found no body there. 
There was 'only Doyiſ« in that 
where the Princeſs was, who fer- 


ved a5 2 witneſs 'of the fighs of } 


thoſe' two " illuftrious - Lovers. 
Sorry} "I Well: 
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Well : what is your deſign, 
Prince, [aid Brz{eida..to him, aiter 
(ome moments of filence;, 1s: 1c 
thus you. take care of my Ho- 
nour'? Can I be here with you 
without bluſhing ? Do you nor 
miſtake my eaſine(s ? - What 
would become of me, -if it came 
to be known that:I had feen you 
in ſuch a Chamber as this? 
What would not the World be- 
lieve ® In. truth: you. are not 
wiſe': ' And: am yet leſs than 
you, kn ſtaying a moment with 
you, If yon- delire 'my death, 
Madam, anſwered: the languiſh- 
ing Lover, with an Air to raiſe 
pity, you need-only abandon. me 
to the: rue} 'torment! of having/ 
diſpleaſed you, my:Princets, add- 
ed he, taking one of her. fair 
hands, which ſhe could not hin- 
der him from kiſſing, pardon a 
Lover, whoknows:no otlier good 
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in the World than the happineſs 
of {ecing you, nor other ll than 
the- being deprived of it. I am 
faulty I conteſs , but who ſhall 
excule my fault, if you do not 
excuſeit, Ir is an excels of Love, 
which Love muſt-juſtifie , but it 
15 that you by: {topped there 
tor fear of ſaying too much ; and 
che Princeſs thea ſpeaking, you 
know well enough that you. are 


not indifferent to me; Prince, ſaid. 


the to him, my Eyes perhaps have 
but too; much told it:-you and 
after what I have wrote to you, 
I can ſtill tell you, that I ſhould 
not believe my ſelf unhappy if I 
could:hope to; paſs my:Lite with 
you z: but I'do'not ſee that Hea- 
ven prepares meſo happy a De- 
ſtiny, I know what I am: I 
know the maxims of Maids 
of my rank; and I ſhall follow 


them; Idependona Father, and 
cannot 
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cannot diſpole of my ſelf. 1 
fear he will command me things 
contrary to my deſires, bur I 
ſhall obey him notwithſtanding 
my-inclinations, It you love ho- 
nour, as I do not doubt but you 


do, you will not find fault with 


theſe fentiments , and if you are 
reaſonable you will not exact 
from me any thing that may de- 
ſttroy them. The Count who 
ſaw nothing ſo juſt, as what the 
Princeſs told him, anſwered her 
like a ſubmiſſive and a reſpedtful 
Lover, This converſation pro- 
ceeded farther than I make it 
but it did not laſt ſo long as the 
Prince would have. had it. He 
pray'd her that at leaſt he might 
lee her ſome moments, every e- 
vening while that. he was fick g 
but it waswhat the would never 
grant him; and all that he could 
obtain afcer much begging, was 
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that he ſhould ſee her once more, 
. and ſhe would tell him-the day, 
after that ſhe would have him re- 
tire, being in a mortal fear both 
for her ſelf and him. He went 
gently raving on his good for- 
tune, when two young Gentle- 
men he-met, having viewed him 
hard before, did the like behind, 
and paſſed and repafſed two or 
three times before him, inſomuch 
that he was upon the point of 
zsking them what they would 
have, but one of the two preven- 
ted him, and taking him by the 
Cloak, ſtop, ſaid he, to him, ſtop, 
replyed the Count, not knowing 
the voice at firſt, and for whom , 
for the Queen, ſaid the other ſoft- 
ly. It 1s, replyed the Count, 
then perceiving it was ſhe her 
felf, for a too charming Princeſs, 
to make any reſiſtance, what does 
the defire of me. Thy heart, un- 

grateful 
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orateſul man, thy heart, ſaid ſh2 
| 10 him, drawing, him into a Cor- 
ner to be leſs 1n tight of thoſe that 
paſſed. She would then be much 
deceived, an{wered the Count, if 
I had none to give.. Ah wretch, 
replyed ſhe, it 15 that that makes 
me deſperate. How, Madam,cryed: 
the Count, pretending to be a- 
mazed, ' Is- it you ? Jult Hea- 
vens ! To what do you raiſe your 
ielf 1. a Princels of your rank dil- 
guiled 1a the middle of a Pallace,. 
expoſed. tothe inſults of all. ſort: 
of people —— Leave of all theſe 
Leflons tome, Traytor, {aid ſhe, 
interrupting him, and tell me: 
from whence you came ? Yow 
{ce, anfwered he her, that F was. 
walking. Andthe Princels, add- 
ed the 7 The: Princeſs, Madam, 
replyedthe Count, much (urpri- 
zed at that queſtion. Yes, the 
Princeſs, purſued:the Queen, you: 
G: 5 ſhall 
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ſhall tell me where you left her, 
or to morrow all the Court ſhall 
know you have had aRendezyouz 
with her, You ſurprize me, Mx- 
dam, replyed the Count. But as 


he was ſaying that, and ſpeaking 


low not to be underſtood by any 
body, they heard the ruſling of 
jome Petticoats, which came the 
lame way that the Count was 
come. The Queen would go 
know what it was ; but he {top- 
ped her, apprehending it might 
be the Princeſs,as 1 effect it was, 
ſhe her lelt returning with Doriſe 
ro her Apartment. , The more 
he endeavoured to retain her, the 
more earneſt ſhe was to go ſee 
who thoſe Ladies were that pal- 
ſed by ; and not being able to do 


it, anger (eized her: Let me go, 


Couanr, ſaid ſhz zloud ro be heard 
by thoſe Ladies, it is very, unbe- 
coming fuch a Prince as you bo 

ule 


(53) 

uſe violence on a perſon of my 
rank : And in a word, uſing her 
utmoſt endeavours, the Count, 
who was not then the ſtrongeſt 
manof theWorld,was conſtrained 
to let her go, but ſhe came too 
tate, and the Ladies whom the 
fought, who had perfectly known 
her by her voice, and who had 
underſtood what ſhe had (aid, had 
not failed to double their pace, to 
get from her ſight. Julia who 
had viewed them, told her it was 
the Princeſs with Doriſa, She 
return'd to the Pilgrim, who 
made vows to Heaven, that the 
Queen might not diſcover the 
Princels: Well, Knight of good 
luck, faid ſhe to him,. the Prin- 
cels was not with you? You 
muſt.tell me all, continued ſhe.or 
I'will tell all; Youcan no longer 
conceal it from me, there 1s F«- 


lis and TI, who have both known 
them ; 


( F54 ) 
them ;. and I will bring to mor- 
row into great Confultion both 
ſhe and you, if you do not ill 
me all that paſſed in your Ren- 
dezvouz,- The Prince much in 
pain, not knowing how to get 


clear of "this affair, prayed her 


the moſt earneſtly he could, not 


to ruin him, or at leaſt to ſpare 


the Princeſs : No, no, no Grace, 
anſwered ſhe, eicher for the one 
or the other, if you donot ſubmit 
your ſelf to what I condemn you : 
an entire confidence, purlued ſhe, 
of all the kindneſles, which paſſed 
between you two. Atlength the 
Count was obliged to ſatishie her z 
and to give ſuch an account as he 
jadged convenient, of that inter- 
view ; yet could never perſuade 
the Queen, but that it was a for- 
mal Rendezvouz. After. which 
he ſaid a great many kind thing) 

to win her, forhe A” 
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ed her Spirit, I know not what 
kindnefſes he did : but weak as 
he- was apparently, his perfidy 
did not proceed far. They part- 
ed, becauſe that, ' beſides their 


having different ways to take, to - 


return to their Apartments, the 
Queen, though diſguis'd, would 
not have been met with him. 
During all the Night, {ſhe and 
Fulia did nothing but laugh ar 


theadventures they had had that - 


Evening ; but in the end they 
were to think that it was the 
day of their departure, and then 
there was no joy which did not 
give place to the afflition the 
thought of that gave the fair 
Queen, Her Heart told her, ſhe 
ſhould not yet depart, and_with- 
out knowing how ſhe ſhould ex- 
cuſe her ſelf, ' nor what pretext 
ſhe ſhould take , the felt not thay 
grief one is ſenſible of, when up- 


ON 


it 156) 
on' the point of parting from 
| what one loves, till that the 
F - Duke entred her Chamber much 
| | aſtoniſh'd to ſee her ſtill in Bed, 
and rold her, that when ſhe 
| ſhould be dreſs'd all: was ready, 
F and that they only waited for her 
orders. That was a mortal blow, 
which put an end to the joy the 
had left ; and left her nothing 
more to hope of the falſe predi- 
 Rions of her Heart, if Heaven 
_ did nat concern it ſelfin it, Nes- 
ver wasa favour ſo beg'd, as ſhe 
rayed for a misfortune 5 nay, 
though it ſhould have fallen up- 
on her, provided it did not coſt 
her her Life, It is requiſite to 
love well, to make vows of that 
Nature: If I had the fecret, ſaid 
ſhe, that certain Women have of 
falling when they pleaſe into ac- 
cidents, which almoſtequal a fit 


of ſickneſs, it would ſtay me at 
leaſt 


(157) 
leaſt one day. Am I-{o unhappy 
that no misfortune can befall me 
to day, to defer my Voyage for 
one day ? Muſt I depart for want 
of that ? She made: all theſe ad- 
mirable refletions while that ſhe 
was a dreſſing, - and the was no 
ſooner viſible; than that the Mar- 
queſs and the Count Palatin en- 
ter'd, her Chamber, coming to 
render her their Devoirs. They 
had both prepared themſelves, to 
accompany her to Rome ; and al- 
though the laſt was not well e- 
nough for ſuch a- journey, and 
that he was ftill ſomething weak, 
he hop'd, that Love which gave 
him the courage to undertake it, 
would give-him ſtrength enough 
to perform it., The Count ge Sa- 
laces, whom the Qyeen had ſeen 
going-and coming from a' Ren- 
dezvouz of the Evening befare, 
did not believe, though he ou 
| Me 


Cn mma 
—Q — 


(r58) 


himſelf then le(s well, that he 


could diſpenſe himſelf from that 
Civility, apprehending, that if 
he failed, the would take her re- 
yenge. The Queen, who did not 
altogetherexpe&t, was extream- 
ly raviſh'd with joy to ſee him en- 
ter her Chamber z and received 
him, not as the others, but as: 
the Maſter'of her Heart, contin- 
ually  praifing- the Indulgeticies, 
that people have for thoſe thar 
arenot well. Thepoor Count had: 
the meen of a ſick man-.z for he 
was very pale' that day, 'which 
made his Rivals rejoyce becauſe; 
that apparently he- could: not do. 
as they; and he would be ob- 
liged to take- his leave of the 
en for the laſt time, ' which 
hedid alittle time afrer, in refti 
fying the extream'regret he'had, 
10 not being ableito attend her 
longer : She would not _ un 
| 10 
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him any more, as well becauſe 
ſhe ſaw by his Face, that ineffe& 
indeed he found himſelf ill, as 
that ſhe was glad to have a _pre- 
text to ſee him-in private, and 
that ſhe was not willing to have 
that farewel paſs before ſo many 
People, who did but too much 
examina them. She let him 
then go from her Chamber, in 
telling aloud, not to conceal uw 
from any body, that he ſhould go 
repoſe himſelf, that ſhe;, had 
ſomething. to tell him. in private, 
and that the would ſee him, 1n 
his Chamber before ſhe went a- 
way. Never had the Queen 
been ſo long adreſſing as that 


day , though the was leſs. ſet.oux | 


than uſual, travelling Habits be- 
ing not like thoſe for Feaſts. She 
made the ſame thing be done a 
hundred times; and her Women 
had never had ſo muchtrouble tg 

dreſs 
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dreſs and content her in all they 


on on as they then had: They 


new not how ſhe would be drel- 
ſed ; but that was not ſurprizing 
fince ſhe knew it not her ſelf, It 


was neceflary to have been in her 
Heart, and to ſce what paſſed 


there, to know that which ren- 
der'd her fo difficult, and the rea- 
fon of ſo new a capriciouſneſs: 
She was to depart at ten a Clock , 
all was ready ſince Seven, and 
ſhe Din'd but at Two : The Din- 
ner was long, though {he hardly 
eat any thing ; and ſhe was after 
that to ſee the Count. She ſaid, 
ſhe had promis'd it him, and that 
ſhe would keep her word, and 
that a moment after ſhe would 
' take Coach. She enter'd the 
Chamber of that Lover, having 
only Faliz with her, from whom 
 ſheconceal'd nothing. She look'd 

vponthe Count, without ſpeak: 
109 
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ing to him, not with that gayety, 
which made - her turn almoſt all 
things into raillery, but with ſo 


true a grief, that her ſadneſs was. 


ſeen! painted in her Face. The 
Conat was not ſo much ſurprt- 
Zed at the goodnels the had for 
him, toſee her come once more, 


as atithe Condition he ſaw her alt 


of a ſudden in, her Eyes drown- 
edin Tears, which ſhe endeg- 


voured to. hide with her Aand- 
kerchief, but her ſobs and ſighs. 


diſcoyered enough. He- could 
not reſiſt chat effort of tenderneſs: 
He had ' never been fo ſenſibly 
touch'd for her, as he was in that 
occaſion.  He-did not then think 
of Briſezda, but embracing her 
Knees with a great deal of paſſion, 
Too Charming Princeſs, ſaid he 
to her, I am the moſtunhappy of 
all men,' that I cannot love you, 


as muckas you delerve. I ſwear, 
I 


(162 ) 
I with todo it, and from this mo- 
ment, more than ever I wiſhed. 
You are but too capable of cau- 
ling perfidies,;- and there wants 
but little, that you bring not: to 


als in me what you defired. Per- 
mo the Count enlarged. himſelf 


thereia only to comfort hergbut it 


made her more ſenſible.” | Ycu-are- 
very cruel, {aid ſhe. to him, to 
have delay'd till this moment the 
telling me it, - and to——She 
could not make an end , her fobs 
hardly gave her liberty to expreſs 
ſome words, The Count doub- 
led his tendernefſes, and did in 
that moment, all that a very paſſi- 
anate-Lover would-have done at 
the. farewel. -06 a Miſtral. -* 1 
know not if he was-touch'd wrretr 
all that he did, bur I believe he 

ight be, having before his Eyes 
fo Bir a3 Woman as he had, of the 
rank ſhe was, who loved:him 
paſſo- 


2 | þ 0 

paſhonately, who ſhed tears for 
the love of him, and who was 
going to bid him farewel ; one 
might be at lezſt rouched ,, and 
what fidelity ſoever one pretends 
to another, one ſhould be more 
criminal, in being infenſible on 
that fide, than in being a little 
perfideous on the other. - Some 
moments after, as lovealwaysin- 
creafes its Flames in the middle of 
{uch rears, which the Count ac- 
companied with ſome of his, they 
law the Door open , the Queen 
crembled, fearing that it was 
ſome of her people that came to 
put her in mind ; butit was Rich- 
ard, of whom the Queen having 
ask'd if the Princes were ready ; 
He anſwered, that he did not be- 
lieveſhewas to depart that day: 
That I do not depart, Richard, 
ſaid ſhe to him, and for what rea- 
ſon? A Courtier, Madam, an- 
ſwered 
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1wered Richard, is newly arriv'd 


from $#c:ly, and all the Princes 
have ſent back their Coaches and 
their Horles: Joy immediatly 
ſerz'd the Queens Heart, without 
knowing however, if ſhe had 
reaſon to rejoycez ' and quitting 
very tenderly the Count,to whom 
ſhe ſaid ſome kind: things upon 
that delay, ſhe went her ſelf to 
ſee what it was, to be the better 
aſſured of her happineſs, and 
found in the way the Marqueſs 
and the- Count Palatin, who 


came to tell her, that her Jour- 


ney was deferred for lome days, 
andthat if the would be plecas'd to 
withdraw to her Chamber, they 
would acquaint her with the rea- 
ſon. Theſe Ceremonies _ and 
theſe precautions, that they took 
to tell her this news, made her 
immediately apprehend ; that it 


was ſomething Fatal they had to 
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acquaint her: She chang'd Co- 
lourz fome' tears ran from her 


fair Eyes, which were bur too - 
much diſpos'd to ſhed them that 
day. The two Princes were 
ſenſibly moved z and_ having ac- 
companied her to her Apartment, 


' they inſenſibly learnt her the 


Death of the King of Sic:ly, her 
Husband. The deſolate Queen 
did hereupon perfectly do the Du- 
ty of acivil Woman, who loved 
her Husband. She was mortal- 
ly afflicted, ſhe was two days 
without eating, and near fifteen 
in ſhedding tears true or falſe, All 
people were edifyed with 1t, The 
Court was all in mourning, and 
the Princes who before had only a 
deſign upon her Heart, puſhed 
their pretenſions much farther, 
The choice of a newHusband rail- 
ed their hopes, eſpecially -of the 
Count Palatin, who was from 
that time more in love with: the 


Queen 


(166) 


ueen, than he had ever been ; 
becauſe ſhe had two or three 
Crowns to put upon the Head 
of him the ſhould Marry, Henow 
thought of nothing but what was 
ſolid, and immediately apply'd 
himſelf to the Duke of Savoy, 
whom he very well knew , to be 
the very firft reaſons which was 
to ſet that affair agoing : There 
was not one thing he did not em- 
ploy to engage him in his Inte- 
reſts, As Lewis of Savoy, was 
a Prince of a civil and ſweet Na- 
ture, it was eafie for him to gain 
his friendſhip; and it was in a 
few days the greateſt imaginable. 
The Count de Saluces, whom the 
Queen expected the firſt day of 
her afflition to comfort her,as the 
only-perfon capable to do it, found 
himſelf coo ill to render her that 
office, & the ſecond too much out 


of humour, to dare to undertake 


it, ThePrincels accuſed-him Yr pe 
| L, 
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tidy, partly grounded upon that 
adventure with the Queen, who, 
the night before, had found him 
coming out of that Chamber, 


where their interview had been, 


that it was not poſſible, ſaid ſhe, 
but that they had ya 23. Sper 
together, After which, why 
ſhould he ſtay with her in ſuch a 
place as that, in a dark night, 
and in that occaſion why ſhould 
he retain her, if ſhe would go a- 
way ? And from whence pro- 
czeded the violence of which ſhe 
complained againſt him ? Belides 
all thoſe reaſons, there were ſtill 
theſe, which would have been 
nothing at another time : as the 
viſit which he had rendred in the 
morning, and which he might 
hive excuſed himlelf from, ſince 
he had not yet appeared 1" pub- 
l'ck : and moreover, that which 
ie had received from the Queen, 
H who, 
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who, if ſhe had not been well 
treated by him the evening be- 
fore, would not have alſo made 
that top. In a word, ſhe belie- 
ved to have the greateſt reaſon 
imaginable to be angry with him; 
af we can be ſo with the perſon 
we love; to treat him as an un- 
grateful man, as a Traytor : 1n- 
{omuch that the forbid Dor#ſa to 
go to the Rendezvous, nay,and to 
take any Letter from Richard's 
hands : Yet as the anger of Lo- | 
vers laſts little longer than four | 
and twenty hours, or at lealt that 
it ought not to laſt longer, the (e- 
cond day ſhe was ſomething ap- 
peaſed, and the third the ler her 
ſelf be ſeen in the ſame Chamber 
to the Count Je $aluces,” There 
was clearing rhe buſineſs, and ex- | 
plications, the peace was made, 
and more love than ever. That 
happy Lover, before parting, _ 
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ed her if he might not ſee the 
Queen, to render her his devoirs 
upon the death of her Husband. 
The Princeſs permitted him to 
do it ; but told him preciſely the 
hour he was to go thither , be- 
cauſe ſhe would likewiſe be there 
to be a witneſs of it. She began 
to be & little more jealous , be- 
cauſe ſhe began ſomething more 
to love him. The Queen had 
neither now the reaſon of Virtue 
nor of Modeſty, which could hin- 
der from loving or being beloved 
by him, and having with the 
Charms ſhe had wherewith to 
tempt the moſt faithful of all Lo- 
vers, who had had a little ambi- 
tion for the Scepter, ſhe would 
manage him a little more than 
ſhe had done. He weat the third 
day to the Queen to acquit him- 
ſelf of the Funeral Complements 
he owed her, and found there the 

H 2 Princels 
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Princeſs, His viſit was ſhort : 
and in that he pleaſed them both : 
the afflicted, becauſe it was no 
pleaſure to her to ſee him when 
the Princeſs was with her ; this, 
becauſe the was jealous, and that 
the fair Queen appeared to her 
to have ſomething ſo charming 
in that Mourning Pomp, ard 
ſomething {o tender in her Tears, 
that ſhe every moment feared to 
lole him, The Queen, who be- 
lieved he only retired ſo ſoon by 
reaſon of Briſeids, expected to ſee 
mim return the next day, but that 
did not now depend on him, and 
that Princeſs taking ſince ſome 
days a perfet Empire over his 
conduR, that ablolute Miſtreſles 
are uled to take 6ver ſubmiſſive 
Lovers, would otherwiſe regulate | 
his Viſits; the pretended he 
thould nor go there lo often ; but 
only when his Devyoir and not 
Love, 
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Love, ſhould oblige him to ſee 


her, and that he could not dil- 
penle it. Inſomuch that he was 
{ome days without appearing at 
the Queens, although he went 
and walked abroad. At which 
the Duke being one of the firſt 
that rook notice of it, being much 
[irprized, knew not what to at- 
tribute 1t toz and one evening as 
he returned trom the Queens, 


Linding him going out of his 


Chamber, 1s it thus, ſaid he to 
him, that you abandon your beſt 
Friends, when they have the 
moſt need of you , and without 
coming to a greater explica(17 
of a ſudden changing diicous!: e, 
he himſelf led him to his Siſters 
Apartment, He knew, that if a- 
ny one was capable of contribu- 
ing ſomething towards che dt- 
verting that great ſadneſs in 
which ſhe was plunged, it was 
H 3 certainly 
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certainly that Prince, for whom 
ſhe had a great deal of eſteem, 
and whoſe Wit was of the ſtamp 
ſhe liked. See here, ſaid he in 
entring, a man, Madam, who 
ſeems to fly Us ; becauſe We are 
in affliction , I come from re- 
proaching him. Ir 1s true, an- 
{wered ſhe with a very languiſh- 
ng tone, that nothing has (o 
much ſurprized me as the indiffe- 
rence of the Count de Saluces, in | 
a time when very Enemies recon- | 
ce themſelves with their Ene- 
mies, One might dye for grief 8 
he not ſo much as give himſelf 
the trouble of ſpeaking to Us 
one word of comfort. I ſhare 
yours too deeply, anſwered the 
Count, to be able —— there 1s 
great ſign of it, interrupted ſhe, 
and you are an incomparable 
man as to the ſenſe you have of 


other peoples ſufferings. The 
Duke 


(173) 

Duke having paſled all that after- 
noon with the Queen, and had: 
only returned to bring thither the 
Count ae Saluces, he retired & 
moment after he had ſeen- them. 
engaged 1n a particular converſa- 
tion, - but the misfortune was; 
that that day was a day of aſſig- 
nation for that Lover, and he was 
going to the Chamber of Ren- 
dezvous when the Duke met 
him , inforwuch that notwith- 
{tanding all the efforts he uſed to 
difſemble his ill humour, he ap- 
peared terrible uneaſie . to the 
Queen, who asked him two or 
three times, what atled him, mw 
he was not as he uledto be , at 
firſt he excuſed himſelf, but 
laſt, the neceſſity there was of 
leaving her, extreamly prefling 
him, he told her, he was not ve- 
ry well that Evening ; and that 
he believed it might be cauſed by 

H4 his. 
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his riding that day, That excufe 
good or 111 had its effect, and the 
Queen loving his health more 
than her plealure , ſent him back, 
for, ſaid the to him, I am allo too 
much diſpleaſed with you, to tell 
you any thing of what I have to 
communicate to you z but you 
would do well, added the, to re- 
turn to- morrow, and do not fail , 
becauſe what I have to {ay to you 
is of the greateſt conſequence ; 
and I have occaſion for ſuch 
a diſintereſted Friend as you, 
The Count who would have pro- 
miled her all things to be at liber- 
ty that Evening, engaged himſelf 
very willingly to return the next 
day ; and went directly to the 
Princeſs, who was already weary 
with expecting him, z and who 
made him ſome obliging com- 
plaints at his arrival. The Count 
quickly found pretexts to _ 

that 
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that little delay which he did not 
take from the Viſit he had juſt 
made, 

The day after he was long dil- 
puting what he ſhould do. He 
had not told the Princeſs he was 
to go lee the Queen ; it was diffi- 
cult for him to ſee her, without. 
her knowing it: and yet he could. 


not excuſe himſelf, ſince he had. 


promiled 1t : yet to make him ab- 
{olutely reſolve of it, it was re- 
quiſite, he ſhould receive this Let- 
ter which ſhe ſent him. 

when one has Affairs of conſe- 
quence to communicate to Friends, 
it is requiſite not to be troubled 
with any body , wherefore come at 
nine a Clock in the Evening, 1 ſhall 
he alone with Julia, and fſhall have. 
all neceſſary liberty, to ask you your 
ſentiment upon the happineſs of 
my Life, 

The Count after this Letter 
H 5 did: 
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did not believe he could diſpence 
hiniſelf , and as it is natural e- 
nough to be willing to penetrate 
at firſt into what the Queen had 
a deſire to diſcourſe with him of, 
he imagined a thouſand things 
without being able however to 
hir the truth. At length the 
hour came ; and he went to her, 
with his mind ſomething more 
calm than the Evening before : 
and ſhe likewiſe for her part 
ſomething leſs ſad than ſhe had 
yet been, She was lying upon a 
Bed and bid him take a Cuſhion 
near her, There was a little 
Prologue of Gallantry and kind- 
neſs, after which the Queen ta- 
king an Air ſomething more (e- 
rious, told him very low not to 
be heard by F«l:s, that two days 
before, the Duke her Brother in 
the midſt of her Tears, and till 
filled with Griefs and Affliction, 
i 


GT) 

in the neceſſity the affairs of her 
State was, had let her know of 
what importance it was both for 
her glory and the good of her 
Subjects, that ſhe ſhould think be- 
times of making a King, that 
the Almighty ſufficiently diſpen- 
ſed her from the ordinary Cu- 
ftoms z that ſhe would ruin her. 
affairs, in deferring two or three 
months longer to make her 
choice ; and that it was not too 
much time to think as was requi- 
fite of making a King, who ſhould. 
be worthy of being ſozbut that the. 
different Intereſts of State,obliged 
her to refuſe ſeveral ; and that. 
ſhe ought to examine them well, 
before the undertook any thing , 
becauſe that without doubt 1n re-- 
ceiving the Compliments that all 
the Potentates in 'Europe were 
going to make her, ſhe would al- 
lo quickly. receive propoſitions 

from: 
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from thoſe who might aſpire to 
marry her, That it was for her 
the moſt important of all her at- 
fairs, to which ſhe ought to ap- 
ply all her Wit, and to make uſe 
of all the lights of her penetrati- 
on. She made him a diſcourſe 
yet much longer than I make it, 
leſt I ſhould tire the Reader, and 
at laſt concluded, that knowing 
him a Prince of Condu&, of Vir- 
tue and of Judgment, who per- 
tetly knew States and Princes, 
who then reigned, and what was 
more was, the beſt ofher Friends, 
who only conſidered the good of | 
her affairs, ſhe was willing to | 
conſult him and only him : that 
the gave him eight days to think 
of it, becauſe the ſubje& required | 
as much ; but that during that F 
time he ſpoke to her of no buſi- || 
neſs, becauſe her mind was till 
fo poſleſſed with her — , 

that 
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(279) 
that ſhe had more need of diverting 
it, than imploying it in Aﬀairs, which 
in a time more proper to think of, 
than that was, would have ſufficiently 
perplexed her, to have occaſion for 
the counſel of ſuch a Friend as he. 
The Count after having amply thank- 


_ ed her for her goodneſs, and for the 


good opinion ſhe had of him, fell to - 
reaſon upon Afﬀairs of State,& of Po- 
licy, not to let the Queen ſee that ſhe 
was not deceived in the judgment ſhe 
had made of him z but to anſwer to 
the good ſentiments ſhe had of his 
probity, and to begin to ſpeak to her 
like a true Friend as ſhe treated him. 
Yet it was always in general, without 
ever deſcending to particulars : for 
belides that ſhe ſhunned it, and that it 
was not yet the time,.it was enough 
that ſhe had told him, that he muſt 
examine eight days that Afﬀeair, and 
that afterwards ſhe would ſee what re- 
ſolution to take. That converſation 
ended as it begun. That is to ſay, 
they left for ſome little timeAfairs'of 
State, to treat of thoſe of the Heart. 
After which the Count retired. < 
& 


(x80) 


The eight days paſſed ; during 
which, that Prince having ſeen the 
Queen ſeveral times, they had no Con. 
ference together, but of Gallantry, as 
they had agreed : it is true, that the 
Count's was only complaiſance ; but 
that complaiſance paſſed in the 
Queens mind for Love, if not paſſio- 
nate, at leaſt tender. He appeared 
content, and in good humour, where- 
ever he was z becauſe his affairs went 
well with Briſe:zda; and that that 
Princeſs with her pride and haughti- 
neſs, loved him as much as one could 
love a Lover. The Counlel-day at 
length came, the hour was taken, as 
well as the day when the Propoſition 
was made. He went thither with the 
Head of a Miniſter of State, all filled 
with Afﬀairs'upon which he was pre- 
pared. The Queen made him enter 
with her into a Cabinet, where there 
was only they two, and giving himan {| 
entire Audience, he ated the part of 
a man, who ſeemed to be a comp'eat 
Stateſman, and who had paſled all his 
Life in the Cabinets of Princes; all the 


different motives which could _ 
er: 
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her to receive the Alliances of ſome, 
and refuſe thoſe of others; all thax 
diſcourſe was fine and well argued: 
the Queen admired it ; but ſhe found 
not in it what ſhe deſired, nor whar 
ſhe had hoped. There were but few 
Princes in Exrope who could pretend 
to the happineſs of marrying her, of 
whom he had not ſpoken, except the 
Count Palatine; as for the Marqueſs 
he was looked upon as a plece out of 
uſe, when the Queen looking fixedly 
upon him, you do not ſpeak to me, 
ſaid ſhe to him, of the Count Palatine : 
The Count bluſhed at thoſe words z 
and the Queen interpreting that bluſh 
after her manner, attributed it to his 
Love, and without giving him time to 
anſwer z I make you that queſtion, 
ſaid ſhe to him, without deſign and 
only out of raillery. It is a Prince, 
who, though it were for the good of 
my Afairs,he would not be the incli. 
nation of my heart; and it is that I 
ſeek. You have very well examined, 
Count, purſued ſhe, the ſubject in que- 
ſtion, no body could give better light 
into Cabinet Affairs; but you have 


/ 
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not yet found what I want. You have 
only thought of my Dominions, with- 
out conſidering me in particular. 
Your Wit has laboured to render my 
Subjects happy, and you have left me 
unfortunate, . Was it neceſſary, conti- 
nued ſhe, viewing him with a tender 
Air,to go ſo far to forget me ? Could 
not you find ſome Prince, who joyns 
to thoſe high qualities, which render 
him worthy of a Crown, that which 
pleaſes, that which touches, that in a 
word which makes the happineſs of 
Life? Ah Count ! how little able are 
you / have l given you. eight days on- 
ly tolet me ſee all the inſight you have 
into Afﬀairs of State, and nothing 
from your heart, How little you me- 
rit the eſteem one has for you ; and 
railing your ſelf by your Wit above 
all other men, you are ſo much below 
them in what concerns Love. The 
Count anſwered, that his Heart as 
well as his Wit, had ſpoken to her in 


all he had ſaid, & that it had been his 


belief that the Intereſts of her Sub- 
jets, and her own were the ſame 


thing, and that it was certain that his 
advices 


a 
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advices were from a real Friend. Yes, 
replyed ſhe, but not from a real Lo- 
ver. ' The Count, much ſurprized 


with all theſe obliging. reproaches,, 


was extreamly perplexed how to an- 
ſwer her ; not without being a perſon, 
ſaid he to her, of an equal rank with 
yours. Alas ! What is Rank, anſwer- 
ed ſhe, with a little bluſh, which came 
into her Face, becauſe ſhe ſaw he be- 
gan to underſtand her, there is ſo lit- 
tle difference, continued ſhe, between 
Prince and Prince, that when one has 
Crowns to give, it is merit, that is to 
have the better, and when Love u- 
nites two Hearts, he knows how to 
render them equal. Why did I only 
conſult you, but becauſe I would only 
follow my inclination ? You know, 
added ſhe ſighing, and then ſtoppin 

a moment ; that it is for you, —_—_ 
ſhe, to ſpeak. I but too well under. 
ſtand, Madam, replyed the Count, the 
meaning of the obliging diſcourſe you 
make me ; but I know my ſelf too well 
to abuſe it. That exceſs of goodneſs 
loads me with glory, and at the ſame 
time kills me with "confuſion. 1am a 
young Prince, Madam, little o_ 
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of eaſing you in ſo heavy a burden, 
a Prince, I ſay, of whom the choice 
would be but liccle approved by 
your Relations and your Friends : 
whoſe rank is mach inferiour to 
yours, and Eſtate little comparable to 
thoſe of ſo great a Queen ; In fine, 
Does it become Love, Count, inter- 
rupted ſhe, to ſeek for reaſons to 
yield upall that one Loves ? Do you 
not deferye to perſuade me. No, no, 
added ſhe, I wilt do for you more than 
you do. You merit a Crown, and I 
will — Ah Madam, ſaid the Count to 
her, interrupting her, you alſo know 
—— What ! do | know ? replyed ſhe, 
ſeeing he did not make an end. The 
Princefs, purſued he, and ſaid no more. 
The Qacen did not immediately make 
anſwer ; becaufe all her Senſes were 
troubled at that name, but a moment 
after, the tears running in great tor- 
rents from her Eyes;Go cruel, ſaid ſhe 
to hign, riſing up, go unzrateful man, 
go to the Princeſs & cont-mn a Heart 
and a Crown, that [ wouid give thee: 
and leaving him all alone in the Ca- 
binet, ſhe retired into another, from 
whence a little time after, coming out, 


ſhe- 
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ſhe asked Julia what was become of 
the Count, who anſwered her, that he 
was gone away very pale and ſad. 
Come, ſaid the Queen, come, my dear 
Fulia, go with me to find him. Both 
my honour and my life are concerned 
in it. I muſt needs ſpeak with him 
once more. They went to the Count's 
Apartment, where not finding him, 
the paſſionate Queen did not doubt 
but that he was with the Princeſs; and 
jealoufie joyned with ſhame, vexation, 
and all the cruel paſſions there is ina 
deſpiſed Love, did ſo diſturb her, 
that ſhe was not _— of any rea- 
ſon. She would go fee where he was, 
ſeek for him where ſhe found him the 
laſt time, when meeting the Marqueſs 
who was much ſurpriz?d to ſee her, 
he faid to her, how here at this hour, 
Madam, in the middle of the Palace ? 
I am ſeeking, anſwered ſhe, tranſport- 
ed with choler, the Count de Saluces 
who is with the Princeſs. The Count 
de Saluces with my Daughter, replyed 

the Marqueſs, all in a fury at that 

news. The Queen, who had no ſooner 
let that word eſcape, but that ſhe re- 

pented, and would tell him no more ; 

an 
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and quitting him very baſtily, ſhe re- 
turned immediately to her Apart- 
ment, from whence ſhe ſent word t9 
Richard to give notice to the Count 
to take care of himſelf. But it was a 
- Iittle too late; for the furious Mar- 
quels, who was but too mach diſpoſed 
to revenge againſt that Prince, be- 
lieving by whac tie Qazen had told 
him, whom he had found in too much 
pain, to doubt from what ſhe had faid 
to him, that the Count de Saluces dil- 
honoured his houſe, ran to his Daugh- 
ters Apartment, who was not to be 
found there, from thence to the 
Count's, where there was only Rich- 
ard. In fine he made ſuch ſearch 
through all the Palace, that the two 
poor Lovers were found together 
with Doriſa. The Marqueſs had given 
order that if they found the Count 
with his Daughter to take him alive 
or dead. He that had received that 
Commiſſion, executed it with eaſe, be- 
cauſe the Count not diſtruſting any 
thing, opened the Chamber door, at 
the ſecond time they knocked, think- 
ing it was Richard, and ſeeing himſelf 


ſeized on a ſudden, he had hardly the 
| leiſure 
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leiſure to put his hand to a Ponyard, 
which was the only Arms he had then 
with him, and with which he wound- 
ed two or three; but the number be- 
ing too great to reſiſt them, and 
wanting ſtrength more than courage, 
he was carryed into the Fort of the 
Caſtle, where a moment after he had 
his Head cut off. The poor Princeſs 
more dead than alive, not knowing 
whither to fly for refuge, nor what re- - 
ſolution to take, by good luck found 
Richard, who came to the ſuccours of 
his Maſter. Ah Richard, ſaid ſhe to 
him, we are ruin'd, he is taken, let us 
get from hence; for my Fathers fury . 
is going to fall all vpon me. Richard 
who believed he ſhould render a good 
ſervice to his Maſter,and that it would 
be the means of bringing the Mar- 
quei$ to reaſon, to make ſure of his 
Daugiter, propoſed to the Princeſs 
to carry her to the Marqueſs de Sa- 
luces, while that all the Palace was in 
diſorder, and that the night was fa- 
vourable to them. The Princeſs did 
not balance; provided ſhe was deli- 
vered from her Fathers preſence, 
whole fury ſhe knew ; ſhe was for un- 
dertaking 
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dertaking all things. Inſomuch that 
without reaſoning any longer, he led 
her and Doriſa to his Maſters Stable 
which was behind the Palace, and ha. 
ving cauſed the beſt Horſes there to 
be Sadled, they took two Servants 
with them, and got to the Port. The 
Princeſs had here occaſion for all her 
boldneſs, to cauſe it to be opened ; 
ſhe asked to ſpeak with the Officer ; 
but there being none but under Offi- 
cers they durſt not refuſe her ; inſo- 
much that they let down the Bridge 
and they went out. The Marqueſs 
de Saluces paſſed one part of the year 
in a Caſtle he had thirty or forty 
Miles from Caral, being a place very 
delicious and very agreeable in the 
Summer.: It was thither that Richard, 
knowing that he was there, carryed 
Briſeida. That Prince charmed with 
the arrival of ſo fair a Princeſs, did 
her all the honour poſſible ; and ſhe 
had no ſooner made to him a recital of 
her Hiſtory, than that he ſent a Cour- 
rier to the Marqueſs of Afontferrat, 
and in the mean time arming all the 
People he had about him, for fcar of 


being ſurprized,he ſent Orders to.the 
Officers 
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Officers of moſt of the — 
places,to come range themlelys about 
him,with their Troops. To the end that 
if the Marqueſs of Afontferrat would 
not come to reaſon, but ſhould act 
ſome violence on his Son, he might 
force him to it by Arms, in going to 
attack him in his own Territories. 
But what a deſo]ation at the return of 
that Courrier, who brought the fatal 
news of the unhappy Count de Salu- 
ces. The Reader will permit me to 
draw a Curtain before the grief, or 
rather the deſpair of that unfortunate 
father, who had only that dear Son, 
the delights and love of his Heart, as 
well as the Heir of his Dominions. 
Briſesda, a thouſand times more 

py than he in her affliction, dyed for 
grief the ſame day in pronouncing the 
Counts Name. 

| 1 ſhould have been glad for the 
Readers pleaſure, that my Heroes 
had not had ſo fatal and fo Tragical 
an end ; but in that particular 1 could 
not diſpence my felt from being a 
faithful Hiſtorian. The Queen had 
no ſooner learned the horrible ation 
of the Marqueſs, and the unhappy 
en 


(190) 
end of her dear Count, of which ſhe 
was the cauſe, than that ſuffering her 
felf to be hurryed to all that fury can 

' make a Woman ſay in ſuch an occa. 
fion,ſhe vented it upon the Marqueſs, 
to whoſe Apartment ſhe went upon 
the rumour the Count de Saluce's 
Death cauſed in all the Palace. She 
fainted away ſeveral times, and never 
Lover was ſo tranſported with that 
paſſion as that fair Queen was. She 
would not ſo much as paſs that night 

at Caral, and departed with her Bro- 
ther, who was afflicted mortally, at 


. the Deſtiny of that poor Prince. The 


Count Palatine likewiſe followed 
them. Some time after he marryed 
the Queen of S:cily but it was up- 
on condition, he would range him- 
ſelf on the Marqueſs 4e Salvce; fide, 
who had already made terrible incur: 
ſions into the State of Montferrar, to 
revenze the Death of his Son. That 
War jaſted ſeveral years, and was 
not terminated, but by the Death of 
the two Princes, and the loſs of their 
Territories, which fell to other Fa. 
milies. EA: 
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